
Heptonstall primary school 

The refurbishment of Heptonstall J, I and N school has 
now entered Phase 3 – the final phase. Phase 1 was the 
completion of the new extension in September 2011 which 
gave the school a new hall both for school and community 
use and a purpose built Nursery and Reception 
classroom. 

Phase 2 saw the contactors refurbishing the inside of the 
existing school building - whilst retaining its Victorian 
façade giving the inside a modern 21st Century learning 
environment for staff and pupils. This phase was 
completed at Easter 2012. 

The final phase – outside areas - will see the restoration 
of the school field, a Multi -Use Games Area, play areas 
for the children and a staff and visitors car park which 
will greatly reduce parking on Smithwell Lane. 

We expect this final stage to be completed by the summer 
holiday. 

When children return to school in September 2012, the 
school plans to hold a number of events to celebrate 
completion of the works and to welcome the community 
to see the building and external areas for themselves. 
Headteacher Mr David Perrin said: 

“I can’t wait to show the residents of the village their 
fantastic new school and community resource. We want 
to wait until it is all finished before we do this so they get 
the full fantastic effect!”  

The impressive visitors reception area in the new school main entrance 
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He p ton sta l l  Pa rish C oun c i l  
I hope you are not in the middle of a meal as you read this If so, I 
recommend you put the newsletter down and read it later, because 
I’m going to talk about that regular topic (regular being the 
operative word!) – doggy doo-doos. 

The Parish Council has managed to get a small increase in the 
waste around the parish – most notably one floor bin by the 
roadside at the top of Cross Hill. Doggy waste can go in these bins 
as separate dog bins are not provided. But what if you are taking 
your dog a walk through the woods? Well, I’ve been in touch with 
the National Trust to see what they recommend for the woodland 
scene – and ‘Stick and Flick’ is the recommendation (coming from 
the Forestry Commission). 

It’s perfectly OK for your dog to stray off the path (I almost used 
the phrase off-piste but thought better of it) and do what it needs in 
the woodlands, but if confined to the path please use the ‘stick & 
flick’ method rather than bag it and either leave for someone else to 
dispose of, or maybe putting in your pocket till you get home – not 
recommended. 

One final bit of advice on this sticky subject – better to use a stick 
which has fallen from a tree rather than your walking stick, which 
could have MOST unwelcome consequences. Oh, and make sure 
you pick up any waste if near a play area, picnic site etc. PLEASE 
think of others. 

We have considered nine Planning Applications and five Planning 
Enforcement matters in the past 3 months, similar to the previous 
quarter.  

The Chairman (Jean Crowther) and I will be accompanied by 
Calderdale Council Leader Janet Battye (who works hard behind 
the scenes to support the Parish Council’s causes) when we will 
shortly hold a meeting with Calderdale Planners to consider many 
ongoing issues. 

Our two annual environmental schemes are being repeated this 
year. One relates to the provision of white pre-paid bags for 
disposal of garden waste should you not be able to compost or have 
transport to the transfer station. There are posters about this in the 
Council’s notice boards. You can grab a bag from Tony Spink at 
Heptonstall Post Office. 

The other scheme is the popular ‘skip hire’ scheme for disposing of 
Household waste – not contractors’ waste, old tyres, barbed wire 
etc etc. The skips will be sited at Colden and Heptonstall – details 
will be in the noticeboards and elsewhere. 

On an administrative note, the Localism Act 2011 has many 
implications for councils, and your members will be making sure 
all necessary changes will be dealt with timeously and efficiently. 

Finally………..…………….I’m drafting this whilst on my holidays 
many miles away and being away always reminds me of this little 
true tale : I was sat on the Hebble Bus heading through Lee Wood 
towards Slack Bottom. I was coming home from Grammar School 
and was chatting with my friend’s father. As the bus groaned round 
Tranquillity Corner (this was over 50 years ago!) Fred turned to me 
and ‘Sethe lad – look at yon view. Tha dissent need to go onywhere 
in’th world when we have views like that at wom’. Wise words! 

Enjoy our lovely countryside as summer approaches. 

Ro ger M Greenwood  
Th e Cl erk ,  Heptons tall  Paris h  Cou ncil  
The Mal lards 
Underbank 
Hebden Br idge    
HX7 6PPTel  :  01422 844283  
e-mail  :  rmghpc@hotmail .com  

T he  In for mation  Boar ds  & S ign age   
The group’s aim is to improve and clarify information and signage 
for visitors to Heptonstall. This involves us working alongside 
Calderdale Tourism, Highways and Planning Conservation 
Departments, as well as Pennine Housing.  

The group has looked very carefully around the village from the 
viewpoint of a visitor. We’re now working on placing one 
information board at the Social & Bowling Club, where visitors 
(should) park. We’d like to incorporate the Heptonstall Trail into a 
further board at the Memorial Gardens next to the bus stop. In 
addition we’re hoping to site a few tasteful finger posts to more 
clearly guide visitors toward the footpaths and walks out of the 
village. 

Of course there is a financial cost – we’re currently investigating 
possible grants and funding sources, and putting together bids.  

 
 
Pennine Spring Music 2012 
 

All evening concerts are held in Heptonstall Parish Church. 

Tuesday 5 June at 7.30pm   

A programme of uplifting and celebratory music in keeping 
with the occasion of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 

Orchestral and Choral Concert 

 Rossini : Overture – Barber of Seville 
 Mendelssohn : Violin Concerto  - soloist Martyn Jackson
 Mendelssohn : Hear my Prayer 
 Beethoven : Symphony 7 in A maj. 

Thursday 7 June at 7.30pm 

Chamber Concert 

Strings Puccini : Crisantemi 
 Rossini : String sonata 1 

Wind Donizetti : Sinfonia for winds 
 Dvorak : Legends Op 59 (selection) 

Choir Gastoldi : Viver lieto voglio 
 Trad arr. Copland : Ching-a-Ring Chaw 
 Halley : The Lover's Arithmetic 
 Thompson : Choose Something Like a Star 

Violin Solo Ravel: Tzigane  and a selection from Gershwin: 
 Porgy and Bess  -soloist Martyn Jackson 
accompanist Richard Lea 

Saturday 9 June at 7.30pm 

Orchestral and Choral Concert 

 Mozart : Magic Flute Overture 
 Schubert : Unfinished Symphony 
 Mozart : Requiem –  
 soloists  
 Helen Latham (soprano) ,Helen Gregory (mezzo),
 Robert O'Connell (bass), Paul Smy (tenor) 

Full Programmes will be available at the Post Office, Tourist 
Information Office, Libraries and several outlets locally. 

Something for everyone.  Come and enjoy 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


St Thomas Parish Church 

Spring Fair Trade Event The spring fair trade event 
commences this year on Friday 1st June from 7-9pm with 
cheese and wine and continues on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday from 11am to 5pm each day. This is a week later 
than our usual dates because of the alteration in the bank 
holiday for the Diamond Jubilee but otherwise details are as 
usual. Light refreshments will be served throughout the 
weekend and there will be a large selection of fairly traded 
goods on sale including gifts, food and clothing. These will 
continue to be on sale during the following week when the 
church is the venue for the Pennine Spring Music Festival. 

The bells of St Thomas are being refurbished during the 
summer so will be removed from the tower in June and will 
be back in time for the 100th anniversary of their being 
hung in the “new” church in 1912. When this operation is 
complete it is hoped to progress with the scheme for the new 
toilets and kitchen. 

Meanwhile services continue at 9:15am every Sunday and all 
are welcome. 

Heptonstall Methodist Church 
Northgate Heptonstall 

Minister: Rev A.E. Buglass  B.A  M.TH 
Glen Carr 55 Caldene Avenue Mytholmroyd HX7 5AJ 
Tel: 01422 881706   E-mail: tonybuglass@tiscali.co.uk 

Services and Sunday School at 10-45 each Sunday. 
Contact :Miss Margaret Coupe, senior steward. Tel: 01422 
842550 
 
The ladies evening will meet in the Sunday School at 8Pm as 
follows  
May—to be arranged 
Wednesday 27th June  Rev Tony Buglass 
All Ladies Welcome 
 
Sunday 6th May at 8.00am May Morning Service at the 
“Praying Hole” in Foster Wood with Julie Taylor as leader. 
Meet on Popples Common at 7:45am if unsure of the way. 
 
Saturday 19th May Annual Sponsored Walk followed by tea. 
Meet at the Sunday School at 1.00pm 
 
Saturday 9th June 10:00am—12 noon Coffee Morning and 
Bring and Buy Sale at the home of Mrs Jessie Breeze– 5 
Southfield, Heptonstall. 
 
Sunday 17th at 10:45am Sunday School Anniversary led by 
Rev Tony Buglass  

He p ton sta l l  F e st i va l  
 

The date of the next festival will be from 12 noon till 6pm on 
Saturday 6th July. 

An afternoon of magic, music and storytelling with folk dance, 
real ale, real food, poetry, craft stalls and demonstrations 

Ne w We b site  
The new website is now up and running  Thanks go to Nick Dymott 
and Amy Binns for their work in making this happen.  

This new site takes over from the www.heptonstall.org site, 
originally set up by Leigh Mulvaney-Johnson several years ago, and 
which provided a great deal of interesting content about the village 
of  Heptonstall. 

The intention now is to present an updated and widened range of 
information, news and stories on the locality, on its past, its 
present and its future.  To do this we need you, the viewer of the 
site, to help us develop and add to the subjects covered, to record 
the events that take place in the parish, and keep the content fresh 
and as up-to-date as possible. 

Y ou r ‘re f re she d ’  Ne wsle tte r   
The Communications Group is hoping that your new style 
Newsletter has been well received. It certainly looks that way 
judging by the speed with which the holders were emptied!  

In addition to our regular pieces, we’re hoping to encourage more 
articles from community members, like Amanda in the middle 
pages, telling us about her adventure in Kenya. 

 Please feel free to send in your own contributions – contact details 
on the back page. 

The Newsletter will also link in closely with the new Heptonstall 
website and we’d love your articles to go onto the website too. So 
come on! We know all manner of interesting stuff is happening in 
our own back yard…….. 

Good Neighbour Scheme: 
The Good Neighbours group looked into the practicalities of how 
to match people in the Parish who may be needing some good 
neighbourly support with those people who were willing to give it. 
Having taken advice it was established that as soon as this kind of 
support is formalised the Good Neighbours group would need to 
seek funding to pay for insurance and any volunteers would need 
to be CRB checked. This level of organisation wasn’t what had 
been envisaged, it was decided to recommend volunteering or 
asking for support from “Community Transport” and Age UK  
“Home from Hospital”. The information event on March 5th re-
cruited a handful of people. 

This doesn't however meet the aspirations expressed by some 
people, so if you still have the desire to be a good neighbour here 
is some advice. 

 The best thing to do is to make yourself known to someone 
who may appreciate a bit of support. 

 Summer is a good time to get to know people when the 
longer days and nicer weather mean there are more oppor-
tunities to see each other. 

 It is a good idea to ensure that the person you are offering 
to help knows who you are and where you live. 

In subsequent newsletters we will make some suggestions of what 
sort of things “Good Neighbours” can do. 
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A Very Big Thank You  
To everyone who sponsored 
me (Amanda Cox), hosted 
events and donated items for 
my charity Cycle Kenya 
challenge for Women V 
Cancer. We (there were 5 
groups of approx. 90 
women per group) raised 
a whopping total of £1.6 
million pounds which was 
divided between Breast 
Cancer Care, Jo’s Cervical 
Cancer Trust, and Ovarian 
Cancer Action. 
 A lot of the women cyclists were themselves cancer survivors and 
incredibly inspirational! We also donated £50,000 to Faraja 
Cancer Support in Kenya (and they raised an extra £100,000 on 
the back of the publicity we raised for them). We donated 
clothing, writing and drawing equipment and games to several 
schools along our route and the smiles this bought about were 
heartwarming. 
If you wish to see a You Tube clip of this trip (we were on Kenya 
TV) copy this web link and put it into your browser:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNsdfDKHcco&feature=share 

It wasn’t easy – 
tarmac full of large 
pot holes very hilly 
and in the mid 30’s. 

I keep mulling over 
the things that I saw 
when in Kenya. It was 
such a whirlwind of 
time there, always on 
the move. Up at 5.15 
am, pack bags, put 
them on the bus, have 
breakfast, find your 
bike, warm up exercises and then off on the road at 7.00am. Cycle 
all day most days (with water stops every 18kms and lunch stop 
with fantastic field kitchen) cycle to hotel, eat then in bed by 9pm. 
So when you get back to UK it takes a while for it all to sink in. 
One of the things that struck me most (apart from how warm and 
welcoming the Kenyan people were and the children who lined 
our route waving and chanting “how are you…how are you”) were 
the water issues.  

I met some young girls carrying 
water they’d collected from the 
lake…I asked if I could feel how 
heavy the plastic container of water 
was that they were carrying on their 
backs with a material strap that 
wrapped around their heads. I knew 
it would be heavy, but I couldn’t 
even lift it off the ground. The little 
girl smiled and chuckled as she 
swung the load back onto her back…
she was about 12 years old.  Not 
only do they have a momentous 
task each day to collect the 
water….it is also dirty.  

Coming back has made me realise 
how lucky I am having water on tap 
and to have my health.  

I shall continue fundraising for 
Women V Cancer and have also 
now signed up to Water Aid. 

 
Thank you again for all your 
help. (Amanda Cox) 

One of the schools that we gave gifts to. 

Water being carried back 
from Lake  

Schoolgirl with water bottle, the 
water looks more like tea 

Cobbling Side Streets 
 

The Cobbling Side Streets Group met again recently.  It is clear 
that any side street cobbling would be expensive, although 
potentially there may be some grant monies available.  The group 
needs to know how much support there is in the community 
before deciding on any further action.  If you have any views, 
either for or against cobbling the side streets, please contact  

Phil Kelly  3, Townfield Lane, Heptonstall  (Tel: 01422 847328).  

Community Car Service: 
 

The Good Neighbour Scheme (+ Voluntary Driver) Group have 
been successful in recruiting a number of local community volun-
teers – as drivers for the Community Car Service. If you have mo-
bility problems and/or experience problems in using public trans-
port then this service may be of help to you. You might be able to 
use it, for example, to get to:- 

GP or Hospital Appointments 

Food or other shopping 

Social events and activities 

If you think that you – or someone you know - might be inter-
ested and/or you would like to find out more, then please contact 
Phil Kelly on 01422 847328. 

New book by Slack Top Nursery 

A new book, written by 
l o c a l  n u r s e ry ma n 
Michael Mitchell of 
Slack Top Alpine 
Nurseries, has just been 
published and is on sale 
at the nursery (£19.95). 
Based on Michael’s 
twenty-five years as a 
nurseryman, this book 
provides an insight into 
new and inspirational 
ways of growing this 
popular group of plants. 

Michael comments “It has been my life-long dream to write 
a book on alpines, so it was a huge surprise to be 
commissioned by Crowood Press, a well-respected 
international publisher, back in 2009. Balancing the 
demands of running the nursery and exhibiting at shows 
with writing and taking all the photographs for the book has 
been a really interesting experience, if rather challenging at 
times!  I just hope that I have managed to convey my 
fascination with alpine plants in a way that will inspire 
others to get started. The book is on sale both nationally and 
internationally so should be lots of new visitors to the area.”  
 
Cardboard recycling: The nursery is always in need of 
cardboard (ideally strong boxes for mail order parcels, or 
flat pieces that can be made into new boxes for customers) 
so please get in touch if you have any. 
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