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News from your Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council has had a busy 3 months since the beginning of April.  
The elections at the start of this period saw an uncontested Parish Council       
election with nine nominations being put forward for the nine available seats. This 
‘new’ Council will be in place for the next four years. Unlike Principal Authority 
councils, a local council has a membership which retires en bloc rather than 
staged at yearly intervals. 
 

The nine council members are listed on each notice board (next to Towngate  
Tearooms in Heptonstall and in the car park at May’s shop, Colden). They are al-
so listed on the www.heptonstall.org website, as are agendas etc. of our     meet-
ings. The information will be expanded as time goes on.   
 

At the Annual Meeting of Council held in May, the new structure was put in place. 
John Scarborough was elected Chairman for the next 12 months, with Nick James 
being appointed Vice Chairman & Chairman Elect for 2016/17. John thanked Adri-
an Baldwin for his past year of office and for all the work and representation he 
has done. 
 

The Annual Meeting also made the following appointments : 
Responsible Finance Officer  - The Clerk, Roger M Greenwood 
Deputy Responsible Finance Officer  - Chairman of the Finance Committee 
Internal Auditor - Miss Margaret G Morgan 
Publicity Officer - Cllr. Mike Edwards 
Risk Assessor - Cllr. Mike Edwards 
Four Committees - Finance, Staffing, Planning & Rights of Way 
Representatives to 13 external bodies - 13 
 

The meeting also undertook a review of Standing Orders and Financial         Reg-
ulations, together with Terms of Reference and the various Council Policies. A 
schedule of meeting dates was agreed, as was the decision to continue to hold 
meetings in the school hall at Heptonstall J I & N School (notices of which are 
shown on the notice boards and the website). 
 

Your members considered a higher than average number of Planning Applications 
– seventeen. On this subject Cllr. Scarborough and myself will be visiting the  
offices of the Development Manager and Enforcement Manager of Calderdale 
Council in the coming weeks where we can discuss all planning and enforcement  
issues face to face. We do this twice a year and find it extremely useful. 
 

The work in respect of Neighbourhood Planning continues. ** There are a series 
of ‘road shows’ to stimulate public interest and communication as part of the         
development of a plan which will feed alongside Calderdale Council’s Local Plan. 
 
       
 



 
 

The Traffic Group has now obtained the necessary permissions for the installation 
of new stone signs at each approach to Heptonstall Village – at Lower Towngate 
and Lane Head. Richard Whitaker will source the stone and undertake the work 
and installation in (we hope) the near future. (Evidently sourcing the right stones 
can take some time). 
 

Finally………..………..Many congratulations go to Councillor Mike Edwards.  
In recognition of his detailed work in compiling a Roll of Honour for each section of 
our locality he was awarded with a Community Award – an award given sparingly 
by Hebden Royd Town Council for meritorious work for the community. Well done 
Mike – we are proud of you! 
 
Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk 
Heptonstall Parish Council 
The Mallards 
Underbank 
Hebden Bridge   HX7 6PP 
01422 844283 
 

Please note that my contact details 
have  changed: the address and 
phone number remain as before 
but my e-mail address is now:  

heptonstallpc@aol.co.uk 

**Hebden Royd and the Hill Top Parishes  
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plans were introduced by the Government through the 
Localism Act 2011.  This is a new power which enables Town and Parish Councils to 
plan how their communities will change and develop in the future. 
 

Once these community produced plans have been examined, and subject to the    
results of a referendum in the local area, they will be "made" by the  Local  Planning 
Authority and become part of the  Development Plan.  
 

Hebden Royd Town Council and the neighbouring Parish Councils (Blackshaw, Err-
ingden, Heptonstall and Wadsworth) have made a joint application for the         desig-
nation of their administrative areas as a Neighbourhood Area.  
 

You’ll find further information on the Calderdale website. 

mailto:heptonstallpc@aol.co.uk


ST. THOMAS THE  
APOSTLE 

HEPTONSTALL PARISH 
CHURCH 

 

Services are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

Minister: Rev.Christine Griffiths: 01706 411117  Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 
 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422  42550. 
Vera Ingham 01422 842296.  Margaret Morgan 01422 845042 

Vicar: Rev Howard Pask:01422 842138 Email:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com 

 

Churchwardens: Graham & Margaret Kidd 01422 845810 

 

Services at  St Thomas’ continue with a service every Sunday at 9.15am, but the  
Sunday School has “broken up” for the summer in line with school holidays and will 
resume in September.  
 

The Sunday School children and parents enjoyed a summer picnic/barbecue in the 
vicarage garden on a lovely sunny day. We will miss them during the break as they 
bring a lot of energy to our services! 
 

Our new kitchen is being well used and appreciated.  Work is underway on providing 
toilets, which we hope will make it possible to hold many more activities in church. 
The box at the back of church is in place for donations to the food bank. It is being 
well used and contributions are always welcome. 
 

The service on October 4th will be a Service of Blessing for pets.  
All pets are welcome at this service - the vicar likes a challenge! 

Also at this service, a plaque to commemorate the World Bellringing Record  -  
which was broken here last year  - will be dedicated. 

 
Future dates for your diary: 

 

October 17th:  A concert by the Hebden Bridge Brass Band. 
 

November 20th-22nd: Traidcraft Weekend, which this year will also see the beginning 

of an exhibition of Christian Art by Emma Horsefield. This exhibition is currently    

touring the country, and will be in St Thomas’ until the New Year. 



HEPTONSTALL  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
 
 

Services and Sunday School 
are at  

10.45am every Sunday 

Minister: Rev.Christine Griffiths: 01706 411117  Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 
 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422  42550. 
Vera Ingham 01422 842296.  Margaret Morgan 01422 845042 

 

On Saturday 6th June, our 40th ten mile Sponsored Walk was held -  32 people took 
part, with at least 13 dogs! Half time refreshments were enjoyed  - and of course so 
was the tea provided at the Sunday School when the tired walkers had reached the 
end. The final sponsorship total hasn’t yet been worked out, but we’re fairly sure 
that it’s going to top last year’s £1630 record. 
 

Jessie’s Coffee Morning & Bring and Buy Plant Sale on June 13th raised £300 -half 
of which has been donated to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance and half for the Chapel. 

Thanks to everyone!! 
 

Sunday 6th September 10.45: Annual Covenant Service 
 

Sunday 20th September 9.15: Village Harvest Festival at St.Thomas’ 
 

Sunday 11 October  10.45: Chapel Anniversary and Gift Day 
 

Sunday 8th November 10.30 : Village Remembrance Service  please note the time 
 

Saturday 21st November from 11.30:  
Christmas Fair at the Methodist Sunday School, lunches available. 

 

The Ladies’ Evening will meet on Wednesday afternoons in September, October and 
November. Exact dates to be confirmed, please see a anyone from chapel 

 

We now have a website: www.heptonstallchapel.weebly.com with lots of pictures 
and recordings of personal memories. We thank Amy Binns for the work she has put 

into creating and maintaining the website. 



 

      Heptonstall Festival 2015 
 

The event was a huge success and declared the best yet by 
organisers and     visitors alike. 
 

Despite a foggy damp start, by the time the Festival Fell Race departed and the 
parade left the square the sun was out and the weather was kind for the rest of 
the day. The crowd were treated to a variety of musical acts on the two stages, 
kindly supported by the local pubs, with eclectic musical styles and some very 
memorable performances. 
 

On the Ruin stage, Festival favourites Tim O'Connor, The Lottery Winners and 
The Tiny Minds did not disappoint, while The Owter Zeds got the whole crowd 
moving during their first appearance at the Festival, and surely not their last! 
Probably the furthest traveller (if you ignore the fact that Tim comes all the way 
from France!) was Alex Roberts, who made the return journey to the village from 
his home in Dorset, and what a treat it was to hear him  
perform.  
 

Other new artists this year were the talented Sleeper who 
opened the stage for us, the fantastic Brunelle, and the 
“Bright Punk” band Revisit, fronted by a real life vicar, who 
was absolutely delighted to be performing inside the ruin 
of St Thomas a Becket Church.  
 

Ben Blue Water came next  with a heartfelt one man blues 
performance. Unfortunately the band Farrago pulled out of 
their performance slot at the last minute (thanks guys), 
but the silver lining was that Alex Roberts performed for us 
a    second time, giving more people the chance to catch 
his set. Pocket Hercules, Zoe Stirling, and Catfish Skillet all rocked the stage at 
their festival premieres - we’re grateful to be able to have such talent entertain us 
on our own doorsteps. 
 

The Weaver stage opened with the magical Frolicked Puppet Theatre Company, 
who entranced children and adults alike   before setting off on the Parade. The 
first musical artist was Rayen - a young villager with a huge talent and obviously 
a long musical career ahead of her.  

 

Due to a late change in the running order requested by The 
Three  Valleys Gospel Choir, they had the unusual experience 
of closing the Weaver Stage singing against the backdrop of     
Liverpool's extremely energetic Takotsubo Men who stormed 
the Ruin stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Roberts 



 

Although this was not how the organisers would have planned it, Dawn France, a 
member of both the choir and organising group, commented that the situation 
had made the choir sing amazingly well, having to listen very carefully to each 
other as the audience crowded closely to hear their magical sound. 
 

Elsewhere around the village the Dog Show, Treasure Trail and Children's               
Activities meant that nobody was at a loss for something to hear, see or do.       
St Thomas’ Church played host to craft stalls, cakes and tea, whilst the museum 
had more visitors than Richard can remember in a long time! It was amazing to 
see the effort villagers had made to decorate their windows and gardens for the 
Roald Dahl Treasure Trail, with the Post Office and Tea Rooms competing in style. 
There was a bigger food choice than ever before with stalls from many local    
producers and businesses, although next year we are planning even more! 
 

We ran a Roald Dahl Words and Pictures writing competition, in conjunction 
with the Book Case and judged by local author Liz Flannagan.  

 

Winner of the Roald Dahl Treasury is William Sheard, age 5, for his     
wonderful poem and drawing of Mr Fantastic Fox. 

 

Year 2 and below Winners: 
1st  Charlotte Chatwin, age 7, for her colourful and elaborate                     

picture of Mathilda.  
2nd Thomas Davis, age 6, for his BFG picture. 

3rd Jenny Crabtree, age 5. 
 

Year 3 and above Winners: 
1st Olivia Sylge, age 11, for her poem Fussy Flora's Gruesome Grub. 
2nd Ivy Blackmoor, age 9, for her poem The Marvellous Roald Dahl. 

The entries were showcased in the church on festival day, and                          
we hope to get them on the website too. 

 

This year, visitors to the event donated more than ever before, and we managed 
to raise over £2000 on the day which puts the event in a good position for the 
event next year. 
 

The Festival is happy to be able to support the church and museum with         
donations of £250 and £50 respectively. 
 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to all the supporters, volunteers, sponsors,   
musicians, performers and stall holders who contributed to making this such a     
special day for the village, the Festival couldn’t happen without you! 
 

Matt Gallop 



 

Rosettes and dog goody bags galore this year, with great prizes courtesy of 
Menagerie Pets and Gardens, Hebden Bridge. Thanks to sponsorship from 
Hird's Vets, The Cross Inn, The White Lion and Stuart’s Window Cleaning  
Services, we were able to make this year's Show bigger and better. Each of 
the 15 classes was also sponsored by individuals, from ‘Toffs’ sponsored by 
Bertie ‘Wooster’ Filby-Scoffin, to ‘Best Six Legs’ sponsored by Ruby Spink, 
Heptonstall Post Office. 
 

Reptile Rangers were on the Recreation Ground with their collection (some 
rescued) of snakes, lizards and giant spiders to echo the Roald Dahl "Beasts” 
theme, and to prove that non furry animals (apart from the ru-
by tarantula, which was very furry) need love too. 

Last but not least, thank you to Sarah Baldry of Olive 
Dog Pet Photography, who took so many 
great photographs of the event. She also kindly      
donated a Pet Photography Session for the Prize 
Draw, won by Amy and her dog. Sarah’s photos can 
be viewed and ordered at a special Festival price for a 
limited time at www.olivedog.co.uk 
  
One very special entrant pictured won a "well done"  
rosette. Low maintenance and no poop scooping for 
this little hound…. 

 

Christine Rowland 

 

 
Heptonstall Festival Dog Show 2015  

 
The show was well attended and lots of fun was had by all. After a wet start 
to the day the afternoon was sunny and warm. 



On Festival Day 2015, Heptonstall Social and Bowling Club offered taster 
sessions in the art of Crown Green Bowling to novices of all ages.  This proved 
to be a great success. The Bowling Club is always keen to welcome new   
members in both Social and Bowling sections at a very modest annual cost.       

 

 

Anyone interested in more details can contact George 
Rowland. Taster Sessions will be available until the 
end of the Bowling Season.  

Bowls are supplied - so book a place, have a go, and 
then enjoy a refreshing drink and savour what must 
be one of the most beautiful views from a Bowling 
Club in the country. 

 Future events booked at Heptonstall Bowling and Social Club 
 

Car Boot and Table Top sales .... 
‘Breakfast in a bap' and tea/coffee available 

August 22nd, September 19th, October24th, November 21st 
All start at 10am till 2pm, £8 per pitch 

 
'Dapper Dan' Tea Dances.....Bar Open!  

August 23rd, September 27th, October 25th, November 
22nd 

All start at 2pm till 5pm, £5 a ticket  
Children free...carers free. 

 
Other dates booked:  

(more information nearer the time…) 
 

September 11th......Swing along to our first '80s’ disco! 
October 31st ...Halloween Party  

December 5th ….Christmas Party (family) 
December 18th ...'Carols by Candlelight' with The Three Valleys Gospel Choir 

For more information please contact Gail King on 07826525366, 
 or email: gail4polox@hotmail.com 



Heptonstall Village Team 

3 Silver St      01422 847979     email:admin@hepteam.org       www.hepteam.org  

 

The Village Team continues to go from strength to strength, delivering  a 
vibrant social scene and neighbourly care for our older or isolated      res-
idents.  Robust links are now being forged with the younger         gener-
ation, through the schools and the PFA, with plans for exciting inter - 
generational occasions throughout the year ahead. Watch this space!! 

Children’s Activities at  
Heptonstall Festival 

 
 

This year the Village Team worked alongside 
the festival     organisers to provide a whole range of chil-
dren’s activities at the Bowling Club.  
 

For the children it all began at the Bowling Club, with busy 
workshops in the weeks before, creating costumes and 
props for the big parade, working together with some of our 
older residents. The materials for the workshops were    
provided through generous donations by Heptonstall School, 
Friends and Parents, and the whole thing was made possible 
through the hard work and endless enthusiasm of Beth 
Hardman. 

 

On the day, the Parade was headed by Heptonstall’s fantastic Pantomime Group 
and the amazing, very exciting, Drum Machine.  Longfield residents had a     
ringside seat as the spectacular and NOISY Parade marched past their doors! 
The Heptonstall Out of School Club also lent their support by making a Giant 
Peach to carry aloft on the day. 
 

Our programme at the Bowling Club was targeted at families and our older folks, 
with a miniature fairground outside, bouncy    castle and slide, and storytelling 
tent. Inside, the children happily spent their Wonka Winks on a variety of games 
and the Teddy Tombola.  
 

For the families and elders  - they found a place 
to sit down, watch the children, have a breather, 
and enjoy lunch - or just a cuppa and piece       
of cake. 
 

A very happy day was had by all….. 
 Tombola teddies 

‘hanging out’ before 
their big day... 



Lunch Club -  Wednesdays 12 - 3  
 

Good food, great company, raffles and games! 
 

The Cross Inn, Heptonstall 
August 11th and September 8th 

 

The Shoulder of Mutton, Mytholmroyd 
                      August 26th and September 30th 

 

          Transport available for those who require assistance:  
             ring Mel 07971 074199 or Rachel 07764 744663 

     August 7th & 21st 
September  4th & 18th 
  October 2nd & 10th 

Art Sessions at The Bowling Club  
 

There’ll be a warm welcome at our fortnightly Friday 
art workshops, for any age and skill level: 1 - 3 p.m. 

 
 

With resident artist Dorothy Simister to support and 
guide you. £7 per session, including materials. 

 

Contact  Jennifer Lythgoe - 01422 843879 - to 
book a space or arrange transport for you. 

Off to Harewood 
House  

Coach Trips 

In May we visited Harewood House  
and  gardens. Undeterred by the changeable 

weather,  we all enjoyed a good day out. 

In July, 28 ladies and gents got together on our trip to Oswaldtwistle Mills, where we 
shopped and enjoyed a three course lunch, followed by entertainment from  professional 
singer Martin Gregory Lambert. A great day out and a huge success! 
 

The next trip will be on Friday 18th September, to Harrogate Autumn Flower 
Show. The cost will be £20, to include the coach fare and entry to the Show.  
 

Please book with me before the end of August, so that I can book tickets at the best 
possible price. There will be a shuttle bus from our luxury coach to the showground   
entrance for those requiring it. 
 

In October a trip is planned to Roundhay Park Tropical World, followed by a stop 
on the way home for tea. Look out for more details nearer the time. 

Jane Hartmann  
01422 846675 

Off to Harewood  
House 



HEPTONSTALL COMMUNITY LED PLAN 2015/16 

FURTHER  ACTION FROM AUDIT MAY 2015 

SECTION WHAT FURTHER ACTION 2015/16 

 

COMMUNITY 
FOCUS 

1. To support the establish-
ment of an annual Parish 

event. 

If required, support the Heptonstall  
Festival Committee in ways which are  
appropriate for both organisations. 

(carried forward 
from 2004-11  
Parish Plan) 

2. To actively encourage wid-
er membership of  

Heptonstall Forward. 

To continue to encourage membership 
and to seek updates from the voluntary 
groups.  With the assistance of the  
Parish Council, raise awareness of the 
possibilities of a successor group to 
Heptonstall Forward. If none is forth-
coming, organise the winding up of the 
current group according to the terms of 
the constitution. 

(carried forward 
from 2004-11  
Parish Plan) 

3. To review and renew the 
Community-led Plan 

Review 2015/16 plan at AGM 2016. 
Set time and date of final AGM. 

 
ENVIRONMENT 

4. To improve the physical  
environment, including dog 
fouling and litter clean up. 

Maintain a watching brief on dog fouling 
issues and  seek the support of the Dog 
Warden when appropriate. Use news 
letters to identify problem areas and seek 
solutions. Litter- members of the public 
will be encouraged to participate in a 
clear up should the need arise.  

  5. To add to the visual  
enhancement of the Parish 
e.g. bulb planting, floral  

displays and  festive  
decorations. 

HeLP to purchase a second planter. 
Continue to clear and plant churchyard, 
hold Front of House competition (judged 
over August Bank Holiday weekend), 
organise Christmas Tree Lights for 
Weavers Square, and liaise with appro-
priate agencies to finalise getting the 
power supply to Weavers Square. 
Heptonstall Forward to organise the 
planting of spring bulbs in October 2015. 
They will seek contributions from the 
community via a box in the Post Office 
in addition to the £153 from the 2015 
collection. The results will feature in the 
May 2016 newsletter. 

(carried forward 
from 2004-11  
Parish Plan) 

6.  To protect the interests of 
the community in relation to 

planning issues. 
  

Ongoing need as and when it arises, in 
context of new planning regulations to 
represent the interests of the community 
in relation to planning issues. 



 
HOUSING 

7. To reflect expressed views: 
70% of respondents feel  

additional housing not need-
ed, 88% value the landscape, 
77% value the tranquillity. 

To support the Parish Council in respect 
of their role in the new planning  
regulations. 

LOCAL  
FACILITIES  & 

SERVICES 

 8. To support the  
preservation of important 

historic buildings. 

To maintain a watching brief on the  
heritage buildings in Heptonstall Parish. 

  9. To produce a quarterly 
newsletter. Continue to  

increase circulation. 
  

The Communications Group will produce 
a quarterly newsletter on behalf of  
Heptonstall Forward, continuing to  
maintain circulation, quality, interest and 
variety, and to make style changes where 
considered necessary. A member of  
Heptonstall Forward will approve content 
before publication. and a Parish Council 
member will informally view the draft. 

  10. To maintain and develop 
the community website. 

The Communications Group will  
maintain an up to date website and  
continue to add generally to the range of 
information available to the local and 
wider communities, responding to  
enquiries as appropriate. 

 
ELDERLY AND 

DISABLED 

11. To establish a Good 
Neighbour Scheme. 

The Good Neighbour group no longer 
meets, but can be reconvened should the 
need arise. Its members will continue to 
be involved in The Heptonstall Village 
Team, which is now a part of the Hebden 
Bridge Staying Well Hub, and will run a 
variety of social events throughout the 
year specifically inclusive of the elderly 
and disabled, aiming to improve their 
overall health and wellbeing. There will 
remain links to local luncheon clubs. 

 
COMMUNITY 

ENTERPRISE & 
LOCAL  

ECONOMY 

12. To establish a green & 
environmental action group, 

to explore the potential to 
take forward some, or all, of 

the possible projects  
described e.g. allotments, 
community food projects, 

composting, renewable  
energy & community  

enterprises etc. 
 

To support residents should they express 
an interest in establishing a group. 



In May 2015 at their Annual General Meeting, Heptonstall Forward 
audited the 2014-15 Community Led Plan, and updated the targets 
for 2015-16, which you can see above, and on the preceding two 
pages. 

Both documents can be seen in the two public notice boards. After 
the AGM in August they will be also be available on the parish    
website, along with the Minutes of the AGM.  Heptonstall Forward 
would like to thank the voluntary groups for supplying their audits 
and updates for the current year. 

Mary Livesey                                                                                        
Secretary, Heptonstall Forward. 

 
TRAFFIC,  

PARKING & 
ROAD SAFETY 

13. To establish a blanket 20 
mph speed limit throughout 
Heptonstall Village and in 

other built-up areas within the 
Parish, and to investigate and, 
if proved feasible, introduce a 
blanket 40 mph speed limit in 
areas of the Parish not subject 

to a 20 mph limit. 

Install Village Entry Signs. 
  
Monitor CMBC progress in extending 20 
mph & 30 mph zones. 
  

   14. To develop & implement 
solutions to the vehicle  

parking problems in  
Heptonstall Village. 

Proceed to detailed design, costing and 
feasibility study for proposed off-road car 
park with a view to implementing in 2016. 

   15. To identify, develop  
possible solutions for, & seek 
rectification of, the road safety 
hazards in the Parish. 

Dependent on success of 13 & 14 above. 

(carried forward 
from 2004-11 
Parish Plan) 

16. To ensure that cultural and 
entertainment events’  

organisers are aware of the 
need to identify appropriate 
parking in their promotions. 

To maintain a watching brief and give 
advice/support as and when appropriate. 

HEPTONSTALL COMMUNITY LED PLAN 2015/16 
FURTHER ACTION FROM AUDIT MAY 2015 continued. 



BULB PLANTING OCTOBER 2015 
 

Come and join us on Saturday  
October 17th 2015  

at 10.00am in Weavers Square. 
 
 
 

Can you spare an hour of your time to add to the gorgeous array  
of spring bulbs that you see around Heptonstall? 

 
Please bring a trowel or spade and join us. 

 
If you would like to plant an area near you, please use this request form  

or phone the secretary Mary Livesey 845405. 
 

If you are unable to take part you can still help by making a donation. 
 

Please look out for the box in the Post Office 
 
 

SPRING BULBS 
 

If you would like to plant a public area next October, please fill in this form 
& leave  with Tony or May at their shops as soon as possible. 

 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
Contact: (e mail or phone) 
 
Area you would like to plant: 
 
 
What sort of bulbs and approx how many: 
 
 

We shall try to meet requests bearing in mind the funds available.. 
 

 



Please send any contributions for the Nov 2015 newsletter by October 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.co 

Weaver’s Square on Festival day 

Fell Race start 

Drum Machine 

Fell Race Start in the mist 

Mr Twitt’s beard -  
Parade workshop 

Weaver’s Square in the sunshine 


