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News from your Parish Council  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“On yer bike”.  
A lot of you will remember Norman Tebbit utter these words 30 years ago in a totally 
different context to what we witnessed last week (at the time of writing).   What a 
spectacle the Tour de France made as it zoomed through our locality, so many  
community activities contributing to the event. The organisational skills which went 
into its success were immense and I think it is right to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those 
who made it happen. 
Calderdale Council’s detailed work should be applauded, as should the bus service TLC 
Ltd and the police etc etc. Too many to list but each should feel proud of the result. 
 

The Parish Council has seen an eventful 3 months pass since I last reported to you. 9 
Planning Applications were commented on. One application which was expected, but 
did not emerge, was in respect of the future use of the Slack Top Centre.  Following 
disquiet shown by locals, the proposed scheme was dropped and no application made. 
John Scarborough and myself will be discussing Enforcement issues with Senior  
Planning Officers at the end of July. 
 

In May we saw Councillor John Dunford complete his year as Council Chairman. He has 
been succeeded by Adrian Baldwin. I cannot let this opportunity pass without thanking 
John for his work over the past 12 months, which he carried out with great skill. I am 
looking forward to working with Adie as he takes the chain of office. 
It might be interesting to learn who holds the various positions within the council.  
 

For 2014/15 these are : 
 

Council Chairman: Adrian Baldwin.  Vice Chairman: John Scarborough. 
Planning Committee Chairman: Jean Crowther.   Vice Chairman: Susan Slater. 

Finance Committee Chairman: John Dunford.   Vice Chairman: John Scarborough. 
Staffing Committee Chairman: John Dunford.  Vice Chairman: John Scarborough. 

Rights of Way Committee Chairman: Mike Edwards.   Vice Chairman:Adrian Baldwin. 
 

We held a joint meeting with the National Trust and Wadsworth Parish Council to  
consider issues relating to Gibson Mill and Hardcastle Crags. This occurs annually and  
is most worthwhile. 
 

Prior to our July meeting, members were pleased to welcome David Perrin (Head 
Teacher) and Derrick Palmer (Chair of Governors) from Heptonstall J I & N School.  
They brought us up to date on the school’s activities as well as providing a guided tour. 
Most interesting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Watching the slide show 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS    by Anne Heath 

Age UK Calderdale & Kirklees has a really useful website  - www.ageuk.org.uk/calderdaleandkirklees  
 

 You can find lots of helpful information sheets covering a huge range of issues, including care & finances. 
They run courses to teach older people to use computers & the Internet, helping people keep in touch with 

friends & family, do internet shopping & many more useful skills, also details of sessions to  
encourage people to keep fit. 

 

 In addition, their website has a section detailing local approved Trades People, giving confidence when 
choosing people to work in your home. 

 If you are an older person or a friend or relative, this website is definitely worth a look… 

You can also ring our local Age UK on 01422 252040 

HEPTONSTALL TRAFFIC GROUP REPORT  July 2014 by John Scarborough 
 

Following a request by the Traffic Group, the police have taken action to enforce the  
village’s 20mph zone. Results of this action have so far shown no significant infringement. 

 

Calderdale Council has agreed a policy to introduce 20mph speed limits in all residential areas in the  
Borough over the next 3 years. The Council is currently considering how the policy is to be implemented. 

This initiative may resolve the question as to how we get the present 20mph zone in Heptonstall extended 
to cover all built-up areas in the Parish. 

 

Traffic obstruction problems due to inconsiderate parking on Longfield/Southfield appear to have eased 
following the introduction of ‘mini-buses’, but problems caused by parking outside & above & below The 

Cross seem to be on the increase. This problem is under investigation to see how it may be resolved. 
 

Preliminary work has been carried out to introduce ‘decorative’ village entry signs welcoming visitors & 
requesting careful driving -  another part of our campaign to slow drivers down & make the village safer. 

 

Planning has advised on how we might best obtain permission for a new off-road car park on Valley View 
Rd. Preliminary proposals have been drawn up to obtain further feedback on feasibility from Planning &  

Highways. The proposals call for road widening to accommodate off-road parallel parking for up to 21 cars. 
 

 
Other matters considered have been : 
 

Traffic and Parking 
Neighbourhood Planning 
Condition of Townfield Lane, Heptonstall 
Grants to local organisations 
Asset Transfer in respect of the ‘Co-op Field’ 
Condition of graveyard at Slack Top 
Supporting the need for a replacement classroom at Colden J & I School 

 

Finally………..…………….I know Bonfire Night seems a long way off as I write this, but it will 
arrive in no time. A plea. If the Bowling Club holds its annual event would you PLEASE not 
dump noxious materials (plastics etc) at the site. It is amazing to see what some people 
think is acceptable to go up in smoke. 

Meanwhile, enjoy the rest of this sunny summer. 
 

Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk, Heptonstall Parish Council 



    
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mary Livesey 
Secretary, Heptonstall Forward 

HEPTONSTALL COMMUNITY LED PLAN 2014/15: 

FURTHER ACTION FROM AUDIT MAY 2014 

SECTION WHAT FURTHER ACTION 2014/15 

 
COMMUNITY 

FOCUS 

1. To support the  
establishment of an annual 

Parish event. 
  

To support the Heptonstall Festival 
Committee in ways which are  

appropriate for both organisations. 

(c/fwd from  
2004-11  

Parish Plan) 

2. To actively encourage wider 
membership of Heptonstall 

Forward. 

To continue to encourage membership 
and to seek updates from the voluntary 
groups. 

 
(c/fwd from  

2004-11  
Parish Plan) 

 
3. To review and renew the 

Community-Led Plan. 

Review 2014/15 plan at AGM May 
‘14. 
Set time and date of final AGM. 
Make plans with regard to the future 
of Heptonstall Forward as an  
organisation. 

 
 

ENVIRONMENT 

 
4.   To improve the physical 
environment, including dog 
fouling and litter clean up. 

Maintain a watching brief on dog    
fouling issues - seek support of the 
Dog Warden when appropriate. Use 
newsletters to identify problem areas 
and seek solutions. Litter - members of 
the public will be encouraged to par-
ticipate in a clear up should the need 
arise. 

   
5.      To add to the visual  
enhancement of the Parish  

 e.g. bulb planting,  
floral displays and festive 

     decorations. 

 

Heptonstall Forward to organise the 
planting of spring bulbs in Oct 2014. 
To seek community contribution via  
box in the Post Office + £100 provided 
by the Parish Council + funds  
allocated from 2013 collection. The 
results will feature in the May 2015 
Newsletter. 

In May 2014 at the Annual General Meeting, Heptonstall Forward audited the 2013-14  Com-
munity Led Plan and updated the targets for 2014-15. Minutes of the AGM are on the Parish 
notice boards and the Heptonstall Website.   The Audit of the 2013-14 Community Led Plan 
can also be found on the Website, with paper copies at both St Thomas’ Church and the Meth-
odist Chapel.  Heptonstall Forward would like to thank the Voluntary Groups for        supply-
ing the audit and update information.                                                                                                                                  

 



 
     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

A local ‘causey’ between 
Blackshaw Head and  

Heptonstall 

 

 

 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

Continued.. 

 
 

5.      To add to the visual  
enhancement of the Parish  

 e.g. bulb planting,  
floral displays and festive 

  decorations...cont.. 

HeLP to purchase another  planter  & 
hold Front of House and Christmas 
Wreath competitions.  
Organise Christmas Lights Switch-On 
(now a regular event).  
Continue clearing churchyard.  
Encourage residents to help brighten up 
the village for the Tour de France  
weekend, by holding a plant & hanging 
basket sale in June.  
Continue to fundraise. 

   
6. To finalise the Signage         

Project. 

The project will be brought to a  
conclusion; thereafter the Signage 
Group, which has worked quickly 
and effectively on this project, will 
cease to exist. 

(c/fwd from  
2004-11  

Parish Plan) 

7. To protect the interests of 
the community in relation to 

planning issues. 

Ongoing as and when it arises, in  
context of new planning regulations to 

protect community interests in  
relation to planning issues. 

 
 

HOUSING 

8. To reflect expressed views: 
70% of respondents feel that 

additional housing is not 
needed, 88% value the  

landscape and 77% value the 
tranquillity. 

 
To support the Parish Council in re-
spect of their role in the new planning 
regulations. 

LOCAL  
FACILITIES  & 

SERVICES 

 9. To support the  
preservation of important  

historic buildings. 

A HF member will continue to attend/ 
support Heritage meetings for the  

Museum, Churches/Chapels if invited. 

   
10. To produce a quarterly 

newsletter. Continue to  
increase circulation. 

  

The Communications Group to  
produce a quarterly newsletter on be-
half of Heptonstall Forward. Continue 
to increase circulation, improve quality, 
interest and variety, and make style 
changes where considered necessary. A 
member of Heptonstall Forward will 
approve content before publication.  
The Parish Council will be asked to 
clarify its role. 

  
11. To maintain and develop 

the community website.  

The Communications Group to recruit 
new team members and contributors. 
To strengthen links with other local 
groups, e.g. the Heptonstall Festival 
organisers. Continue to add generally to 
the range of information available 
through the website to local and wider 
communities. 
                                  (cont. overleaf….)  



 

 
 
 
 
 

ELDERLY AND 
DISABLED 

 
 
 
 
 
12 To establish a Good Neigh-

bour Scheme. 

The Good Neighbours Group will  
continue to promote the Community Car 
Service, Age UK Good Neighbour 
schemes, & local Luncheon Clubs. They 
will aim to provide information stalls at 
relevant community events including the 
Pennine Spring Festival, Chapel and 
Church events.  
Individual members will continue to 
support events organised by the Village 
Team. A ‘Good Neighbours’ contribu-
tion will continue in the Newsletter. 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
ENTERPRISE 

& LOCAL 
 ECONOMY 

13. To establish a Green & 
Environmental Action Group, 

to explore potential to take 
forward some, or all of the 

possible projects described e.g. 
allotments, community food 

projects, composting ,  
renewable energy &  

community enterprises. 

 
To support residents who express an 
interest in establishing a group. To raise 
awareness via Newsletter and Website 
that, should an individual wish to lead 
such a group, then HF will  
assist in promoting its establishment and 
membership. 
  
  

 
 

TRAFFIC, 
PARKING & 

ROAD SAFETY 

14. To establish  20 mph speed 
limit throughout  

village & in other built-up  
areas within the Parish. To 

investigate & if proved  
feasible, introduce  blanket 40 
mph speed limit in areas of the  

Parish not subject to a 
 20 mph limit. 

 The Traffic, Parking & Road Safety 
Group:Car ry out a limited pro-
gramme of   police 20mph enforcement 
action in Towngate/Smithwell Lane. 
Otherwise project suspended. No targets 
set for this period. Progress dependent 
on CMBC consultation and resultant 
policy       decisions. - see above. 

    
15. To develop &  

implement solutions to the 
vehicle parking problems in 

Heptonstall village. 

Maintain watching brief re traffic/on 
street parking problems on Valley View 
Rd & Southfield—take up with CMBC 
again as necessary. Progress possible 
new Valley View Rd car park through 
completion of feasibility study, and, if 
positive, to submit Planning and Asset 
Transfer/Leasing applications. 

   16. To identify, develop    
possible solutions for & seek   
rectification of the road safety 

hazards in the Parish. 

 

Not Applicable.  
Dependent on success of 14 & 15 above. 

(c/fwd from  
2004-11  

Parish Plan) 

17. To ensure cultural &  
entertainment event organisers’ 
awareness of the need to identify 

appropriate parking in their  
promotions. 

 
To maintain a watching brief and give 

advice/support as and when  
appropriate. 



 

Heptonstall Festival—20th of September 
 

 

For up to date news of what will be happening, check out Festival News on the  
Heptonstall Parish Website …..  www.heptonstall.org 

 

THE HEPTONSTALL GRAND DEPART FELL RACE      by Stephen Grimley 
 

The village celebrated the Tour de France weekend in Grand style,  

attracting visiting cyclists and runners from across the UK to the annual 
summer Fell Race. This year’s race, renamed the Heptonstall Grand  

Depart Fell Race, was a huge hit with cycling fans arriving in the area 

for the Tour de France the following day.  
 

Runners from London, Edinburgh, and the Midlands were among those taking  

advantage of the temporary Tour de France campsite at the bowling club, as 30 tents 

and camper vans pitched on the fields adjacent to the club. On a perfect summer’s  
evening, it was hard to imagine a better venue for pre-Tour de France celebrations; 

Heptonstall’s historic cobbled streets were decked out in bunting, hanging baskets, and 
of course, yellow bikes, whilst excited runners gathered in their colourful club vests on 

the Weaver’s Square Start-Line. 
 

Organiser Stephen Grimley said: “The Heptonstall Hurriers and the village volunteers 
are getting quite a reputation for putting on races, our 100 visitors were full of praise 

for the beautiful village, its landscape, and well organised races, but above all, the  
community spirit, and warm welcome of the people of Heptonstall.  

The event was another big success. We raised around £400 for Heptonstall Festival  

and were delighted that so many of our friends, neighbours, and families got into  
the Tour spirit, volunteering their support so generously. We could not have achieved 

any of this without their help.” 
 

“The organisers and runners would like to say a big thank you to the 30 marshals 
(mostly from the village); we hope they enjoyed their free pints! A massive thanks to 

Terry at The White Lion for hosting the race and generously providing all the prizes. 
We are also grateful to Anthony Holt for letting us use his field for parking/race route. 

Hazel Noble and Penny & Mark Wharton also kindly allowed the race to pass through 

their fields. Mark Wigg and Mark Holman gave up a huge amount of their time helping 
us to set up and organise the race. Steve Hoyle from Blackshaw Head Fete provided  

the tents, whilst Alpine Outdoors of Hebden Bridge supplied race numbers.” 
 

The wonderful post race party was laid on by Jan, Guy, and the Village Team. The team 

set up French themed catering in the bunting-decorated court yard behind The Cross. 

Hundreds of locals and race goers gathered after the race to enjoy Tartiflette and wine 

under the bunting, whilst prizes were awarded to the race winners.          

Else Evans stole the show; she created a magnificent Tour de France 

chocolate cake which quickly disappeared, devoured by                      

hordes of hungry runners.                                                                        

For more details of the race itself, please go to the Parish website: 

www.heptonstall.org 

 



   
  

 
The Village Team aims to provide our older generation with a varied, interesting 

calendar of social activities. However, guests want to mix up the generations, and run 

events appealing to young and old alike. We’ll continue to take feedback  

and develop ideas for the future. 
 

We have 4 events for your calendar:  
 

1.  LUNCH AT THE CROSS INN   2:00 – 2:30pm on Wednesdays  
             23rd July , 13th Aug, 27th Aug & 24th Sept 

 
 

 

After the great support shown 
for the first lunch event in 

June, we now have four more 
for your diary. 

 

For these, we are offering a range of home-made soups and sandwiches,  

as well as Sean's amazing pie and fabulous chips!  
Scrabble, dominoes, whist drive etc will also be available.  

 

If you need support to get there, please phone: Jane Hartman 01422 846675/  
Georgina Sutcliffe  01422 845837/Jan Lymer 01422 847979  

Heptonstall Village Team 

2.  CAKE & CONVERSATION with the 

Sunday 10th August: 1 - 4pm at the Social & Bowling Club. 

The ladies and gents of Heptonstall would like to invite ALL people who love living 

here to a wonderful day of storytelling, music and reminiscences about Heptonstall. The 

average age of the team developing and delivering this event for your entertainment is 95, 

with one lady of 100 and a couple more knocking on the door to 100! 

£5 including afternoon tea of sandwiches & cakes. 

This will be a wonderful family day for all age ranges, with professional storytelling from 

Calder Valley’s very talented bunch. Please encourage your family, friends and neigh-

bours to attend. This will be a day to remember for some time to come, as well as  

a chance to meet up with old friends, or make some new 'old' friends. 
 

To reserve a place, email boattart@gmail.com, or ring Jan on 01422 847979.  

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/content_link_preview/Kb5ileqLUVvHYwprhWJFt6O65M52AKv3IAF8JybxIIE6Q38xaPvJAka2kYp4NOGg#page=1


Please send any contributions for the November 2014 newsletter by Oct 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com 

Watching the slide show 

 

  4. COACH TRIP TO KNARESBOROUGH 
 Wednesday 17th September  

 

The trip is on a Knaresborough market day, leaving Heptonstall at 

10:30am, & picking up at, or near, Mytholm Court at approx 10:40.  
 

En route, we will stop for a comfort break, arriving in Knaresborough 
around 1pm. After a leisurely look around the shops etc., we’ll stop at a fish and chip 

restaurant for tea on our way back, and arrive back in Heptonstall by 6:30 – 7:00.  
 

The coach cost is £10 (to be collected ahead of the day).  
Please phone Jane Hartman on 01422 846675 to secure 

your place ASAP, no later than 1st Sept.  
 

 

3.   POETRY READING with EILEEN BARNES 
Sunday 7th September: 1pm onwards at The Bowling Club  

 
Another amazing Heptonstall Village family day; three local poets will be  

reading a selection of First World War poetry as well as work from their own publications. 
Award winning Sarah Corbett, who has been shortlisted for the T.S.Eliot and Forward 

prizes, will be joined by Simon Rennie and Michael Crowley, as well as poetry from the 

floor by many current and former residents of the parish area.  
 

£5 entrance including a sandwich, cake and refreshments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Heptonstall Village Team  

This social event, open to all, is being  

organised by Eileen Barnes, 85,  
who lived in Heptonstall Parish for most of her 

life, and now resides in Mytholm Court.  
 

Once again, to reserve a place contact  
Jan on 01422 847979 or  

email boattart@gmail.com 

Heptonstall Village Team 



  
 
 
 
 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
HEPTONSTALL PARISH CHURCH 

 

Services and Sunday School are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

St. Thomas’ is currently without Howard our vicar who, along with his wife Karen is walking 
the 500 miles of the Camino de Santiago de Compostela, (the way of St. James) in Spain. This 
is part of his three month sabbatical and after only three weeks since he left it is safe to say 

we will be glad to see him back!      However he keeps in touch in a blog so by the wonders of 
the internet we can keep track of him! 

Meanwhile services continue every Sunday at 9.15am and these will be led by  
visiting clergy during Howard’s absence. 

 
Sunday School has been a happy addition to our church life this year. We have 20 children on 
the register, although numbers vary according to family commitments. However there will be 

no official Sunday School during the month of August, although we will be delighted to  
welcome parents and children to any of our services.  

All age services are always held on the first Sunday of the month and children and parents 
will  be very welcome to these.  Sunday School will therefore resume on September 14th.  

 
A concert with the Hebden Bridge Brass Band is planned for September 6th.  

Look out for details nearer the time.  
 

September 20th is the Heptonstall Festival.  A Craft Fair is to be held in church -                             

refreshments will be available. 

 
 

Do remember, if you have difficulty getting out to collect your copy of the Newsletter, and 
live in the Parish, it can be delivered to your home.    Please ring Jacky Kelly   - 847328 

Linda Bowe 
 

Linda died peacefully in her sleep at Millreed Lodge, Walsden,  
on July 9th, in her 102nd year.  

 

She had lived at Southfield, Heptonstall until recently. Villagers            
may recall that in 2011 she opened Heptonstall’s Showcase Event  

- in  celebration of her special place as our oldest resident. 
 

Linda’s funeral was held at St Thomas’ on July 18th. 
Our condolences to her family, on behalf of all Parish residents. 



HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH 

Minister: Rev.Christine Perry, Glen Garth, Wheatley Road, Halifax HX3 5AA. 01422 51771.  
Email: revcperry@ntlworld.com 

Church Contact: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422 842550. 

 

..Blackshaw Head Village Fete - 30th of August…. 
Our neighbours will be providing amazing entertainment, lovely food, a Dog Show, a Fell Race, and the 

wonderful Produce Tent.. start planning which cakes and veg you’re going to enter!! 
 

Lots for the children to enter and enjoy...you can download programmes and entry forms now, from 
the Heptonstall or Blackshaw  Head Parish (www.blackshaw.net) websites …. 

Services and Sunday School are at  
10.45am every Sunday 

…. more dates for your diary..... 

          
 
 
              
 
 

 

 
 

 Sunday 21st September  - 10.45 am 
     Village Harvest Festival in the Methodist Chapel 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday 9th November  - 9.15am 
      Village Remembrance Service at St Thomas’ Church 

 

         Saturday 15th November  - from 11.30am   
      Christmas Fair at the Methodist Sunday School   - lunches available 

 

The Ladies Evening will meet on Wednesday afternoons in October and  
November  - exact dates yet to be confirmed  - please see anyone from chapel 

 

250th Birthday Celebration Weekend at the Chapel 
 

Saturday 11th October : concert at 7.30 pm  -  
Elland Male Voice Choir and the Hebden Bridge Brass Band 

 

Sunday 12th October: circuit service at 3.00 pm  -  
 Anniversary Service  with Preacher Rev.Kenneth Howcroft,  

President of the Methodist Conference. 

 

..Alice’s Run - 31st of August….                                                                                                
A multi-terrain 10km race in celebration of the life of Alice Redmond.  Starting in Brearley Field,       

Mytholmroyd and finishing at Calder High School.   Fantastic  scenic route...car parking...T-shirt to all 
finishers...entry on the day...children’s  Fun Run...refreshments. Prizes for men, women and veterans.          

All proceeds donated to Epilepsy Action.                                                                                     
Entry online:  epilepsy.org.uk/alicesrun    Email:  events@epilepsy.org.uk                                                   

Phone: 0113 210 8800                                                                                                         
For more information see Heptonstall or B.H Parish Websites & local posters. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Heptonstall Exmoors by Frances O’Connell 
 

I was highly delighted to see my three Exmoor ponies on the cover of the February newsletter.  

I know that many people in the village come and visit them regularly and so, I offered to write 
an article to tell people more about them. 

 

Exmoor ponies are one of the rarest and most unique of our native British breeds and I have been 
privileged to own a number of them over the years. They are great characters and make excellent 

riding ponies for children and adults as, despite their small size, they are incredibly strong.  
They can easily carry a 16 stone adult and keep trekking all day! 

 

I was one of those pony-mad girls whose parents couldn’t afford riding lessons, let alone a pony, 
but I used to walk every day to a field near my home and pat the gypsy ponies that lived there,  

so I am always happy to invite people into the field to pat and brush them. 
 

Arran, Jura and Skye’s story…. Exmoors in Scotland?! 
 

In 1952, Mary Etherington, who had grown up on Exmoor, came to work at Edinburgh Veterinary 
College and brought her favourite Exmoor ponies with her. She was determined to save the breed 

as, after the Second World War, it was almost extinct with less than 50 surviving ponies on  
Exmoor. They proved so popular with the vet students that they bought some foundation mares 

and the Edinburgh University Exmoor Pony Trekking Section was born. 
  

When I started to train as a vet at the college in 1985, the section had 52 ponies. I could go out 
every week and play with ponies  - for free!! We funded the ponies’ keep by taking students out 

pony trekking at weekends. In the summer holidays, we rode the ponies 100 miles south to  
Snoot Youth Hostel and took turns to volunteer taking out treks every day.  

Lots of fun, plenty of hard work and mud - but happy memories! 
 

My anatomy lecturer had been a vet student at Edinburgh when the trekking section had first start-
ed. Like many of us, he fell in love with the breed and, as an adult, bought his own ponies.  

I used to help him with his ponies and he gave me Kitty,  
my first Exmoor.  

 

She was 2 years old and had never been handled. She became my 
best friend and had the sweetest kindest nature. I learnt to ride by 
breaking her in with just a headcollar (I couldn’t afford a saddle)  

and we kind of taught each other.  
 

When she was 7, I decided to breed from her and she spent the 

summer with a stallion up on the Scottish West Coast, which is why  

I have named all the foals I’ve reared after Scottish islands.  
 

Arran was born on the 21st July 1990 and  

I was the proudest mum in the world! 
 

In 1992, I moved to Halifax for my first veterinary job and of course 
Kitty and Arran came too. Arran’s proudest moment came that  

summer when I took him to the North of England Exmoor Pony Show 
and, at his very first show, he won the Youngstock Championship! He 

always was, and still is, the favourite pony I have ever owned. 
 

Kitty’s 4th foal Jura was born in Sowerby in 1998 but unfortunately 
Kitty nearly died, so I never bred from her again. I had to rush her 
and the newborn foal to the Liverpool Equine Hospital and stay with 
them for 3 nights until she pulled through - which is why Jura has always been special to me.  
 

Kitty 

Arran—1 week old 



 

I opened a stud with a friend and we bought in unhandled horses of all types (including Exmoors of 
course!). That year I bought Skye as a 6 month old skinny foal (hard to believe she is so big and 

fat now!) - she is 14. Although I loved all my horses, the Exmoors were always my favourites. 
 

Unfortunately, I later had to move them - some I sold, but Jura went on loan to Exmoor  
Ponies in Conservation and lived the ‘Life of Riley’ up on high moorland in North Yorkshire for many 
years. A locum vet took Skye back to her home in Exmoor (believe it or not!) and bred some lovely 

foals. Arran, Kitty and Rose (my black Dales mare) I kept up at Horsehold.  
 

Arran and I have had some great adventures over the years. We did a 55 mile ride (the Mary 
Townley Loop) many years ago with three others – all on big horses – Arran always wanted to be 

at the front and was still excited and raring to go on the third day.  
 

I must have taught over 50 people to ride on him over the years. He used to love jumping and has 
won a lot of rosettes in the past. I’m sad that I can no longer afford a trailer to take them to shows 
and go all the places I would like. Despite being 24, he’s still the cheekiest one and the fastest. He 

can still behave like a naughty baby when he wants and he’s just got worse since he’s been at  
Heptonstall and gets lot of treats from people without having to do any work for it! He loved being 

ridden, but I think all the years of having beginners bumping around on his back has given him  
a bit of arthritis so I’m a bit more careful who I let ride him now. 

 

Skye has always been the laid back, very docile one. She is broken to ride but got very scared one 
day when a dog bit her heel soon after we had first started riding her, and I’ve never had any  
experienced rider to give her confidence back. (I’m getting a bit old to be re-breaking ponies). 

 

Jura unfortunately has never been broken to ride but he’s the real people person friendly pony,  
and I would love to start him under saddle if the right person is out there. I broke in my  

Dales mare when she was 19; if you do it right, they’re never too old to start. 
  

Finally, a PLEA to the people of Heptonstall. All the ponies are horrendously overweight 
- I’m very worried they could get a disease called laminitis, which is extremely painful 

and can cripple them for life. We have restricted their grazing but PLEASE  
can people stop feeding them carrots and mints.  

 

Lots of people tell me ‘Well we just give them one carrot’ but when so many people are 
feeding them, it all adds up. Please don’t stop visiting them, but just give them a  
handful of the long grass outside the field – they’ll like it just as much. If I don’t  

manage to slim them down soon, I may have to consider moving them to another 

friend’s field well away from public access, which I really don’t want to do. 
 

A final ‘finally’ - I’d like to thank Penny, Mark W & Mark H, Becky and Bernice, for their love and 

care of the ponies over the last 3 years. It’s great to know that people who care about them check 

them every day, especially when I am ill and can’t get up there as often as I’d like. 
 

 

If you would like to know more, please 

visit www.exmoorponysociety.org.uk  

www.exmoorponytrekking.co.uk or  

EPIC - Exmoor Ponies in Conservation.  
 

Or contact me, Frances O’Connell on 

07511079595  

if you’d like to help to look after them  

or go for a ride. 

 

   Jura 

Arran  

Skye    

http://www.exmoorponysociety.org.uk
http://www.exmoorponytrekking.co.uk


…...And here’s yet another date for your diary!...... 
 

Charity Gala Supper  
at the Bowling Club Saturday 27th September Tickets £25 

 

This is your chance to dress to impress & be served food from a Michelin trained Chef  - Iain Tiller has trained 
under Raymond Blanc and worked throughout Europe in ‘three rosette kitchen’ teams, achieving a Michelin 

Red M and an International MARCH award along the way, as well as appearing on TV & radio shows. 
 

 The menu will be promoted well in advance .. so you can marry up your food with your own wine..                              
All proceeds will be shared between the Heptonstall Village Team & a local pet rescue charity. 

 

SIGNAGE GROUP   by Jacky Kelly 
 

At last, two shiny new signposts have been installed, joining the maps which were put in place last 
year, completing the Signage Group’s two year task aiming to improve signage for visitors. 

 

      The village map on the wall at the Social & Bowling Club clearly shows  
the route into the village centre from the car park.  

The Heptonstall Trail that’s displayed & explained on the stand in the centre 
of the village  is now joined by one of the new  
signposts (see front), the second being at the  

entrance to Weaver’s Square. 
The majority of the costs have been very generously 

met by the Parish Council, with an additional  
small grant from Pennine Housing. 

We’ve tried to take great care to install tasteful, robust signage, which we hope will be helpful for 
our many visitors, enhance our village environment, and last for a long time! 

 
Phyllis Walstow has  

recently celebrated her  
100th Birthday! 

 
 

Phyllis was born in Manchester and lived 
most of her life there but moved to Hepton-

stall in 1984 to be near her family. She is still very active and is often to be seen 
out and about in Hebden Bridge.  

 

She has one daughter, Judith, three grandchildren, and ten great grandchildren, 
who all see her often and keep her up to date with the modern world! 

 

After a full week of celebrations we held a large family party in Mytholm Court, 
which coincided with the finale of the Streetchoirs Festival, and all the choirs 

sang “Happy Birthday”.  
 

Phyllis would like to thank everybody who contributed in any way. 

   Judith Parish 

 



SPRING BULBS 
 

If you would like to plant a public area next October, please fill in this form 
& leave  with Tony or May at their shops as soon as possible. 

 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Contact: (e mail or phone) 
 
 
Area you would like to plant: 
 
 
What sort of bulbs and approx how many: 
 
 

We shall try to meet requests bearing in mind the funds available.. 
 

 

Streetchoirs 2002 

DUE TO THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE DOG POO 
SITUATION, FROM THE 1ST SEPTEMBER  

2014, ALL DOGS LIVING IN HEPTONSTALL  
VILLAGE MUST WEAR A NAPPIE 

 
VISITORS WALKING DOGS MUST PURCHASE A 
NAPPIE FROM THE NEW NAPPIE MACHINES  
LOCATED AROUND THE VILLAGE, ALSO AT  

THE POST OFFICE 
 
 

 

BULB PLANTING 2014   
 
 

Come and join us on  
Saturday  

October 11
th

 10.30am. 
 

Can you spare an hour of 
your time to add to the  

gorgeous array of spring 
bulbs you see around  

Heptonstall? We are hoping 
to plant around the old church of St Thomas’. 

 

Please meet at Weavers’ Square – 
bring a spade or a trowel. 

 

If you would like to plant an area near you, which can be 
seen by the public, please use the request form  
below or phone Heptonstall Forward Secretary,  

Mary Livesey, on 845405. 
 

If you are unable to take part you can still help by  
making a donation.   

 
Please look out for the box in the Post Office. 

 
Mary Livesey.  Secretary, Heptonstall Forward. 

..…. the last word??…. 

We would welcome more 
contributions from readers living 
in the wider parts of the Parish  
outside of Heptonstall village. 

Do get in touch! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HeLP 
Heptonstall Lights & Planting group 

 

The HeLP Front of House competition was won by 

David Flint of Townfield Lane, and the runner up prize went to  
Bernice Briggs of Smithwell Lane. 

 
 

FRONT OF HOUSE WINNING GARDEN 

The Hanging Basket Workshop in Weaver’s Square on Saturday 14th June was a 

great success, with over 14 hanging baskets being made - which people have put 
around the village to brighten things up.  

  

Jan Lymer made fantastic lemonade and cookies for the event which helped to  

provide a very pleasant morning for everyone. Thanks to all who attended.  
 

The group would also like to make special mention of both pubs, who have helped 
brighten up the village this year with their impressive flower displays.  

 

Chris Scarborough            

THE FELL RACE BUNTING 


