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News from your Parish Council
I got behind for a few days in preparing these notes, as it coincided with
helping residents improve their refuse collection arrangements which are
undertaken by a commercial company on behalf of Calderdale Council. There
had been some missed collections and that was obviously annoying and
inconvenient for all involved.
We all know that the village is not a vehicle-friendly place and it seems to be
particularly so for refuse collection vehicles. I must say I received very prompt
and positive responses from Calderdale Council. The monitoring officer met
with me to discuss the issue and arrange to rectify. I hope the promised
improvements are holding up – the Parish Council is here to help support you
in such matters.
Thanks must go to the arrangements for the Christmas tree and lights. The
community group (‘H.E.L.P.’) has been bringing the extra festive cheer for the
past few years and people tell me how much they appreciate this. You may
have heard that information and costings are being drawn in order to
establish whether it would be feasible to have a power point provided to
power such items. There is concern that, should this occur, there could be
noise etc nuisance which would spoil the ambience of the village. All I can say
as Clerk to the Council is that the Council have not discussed the pro’s and
cons of this. It would only do so if a formal approach were made with all
supporting information.
The Parish Council is getting closer to having decorative stones installed at
each approach to the village which will advise visitors where they are and
asking them to drive carefully as they enter the village. Some very helpful
design work has been done behind the scenes which will be admired by all
when the work is completed.
Planning issues are always part of the work of the Council. In the past quarter
eight applications were made to Calderdale Council which affected our patch.
These were all considered by your members and recommendations were
passed back to the Planning Authority.

Arrangements are currently in hand for Councillor John Scarborough and
myself to visit the Development Manager and the Enforcement Manager in
the next few weeks to discuss planning matters of current interest. We do
this twice a year and find it to be a helpful exercise.
A visit this week from the Planning Inspectorate from Bristol caused a stir
and brought out several residents who wished to be vocal in respect of a
Planning Appeal in respect of a proposal at Cross Hill. This Council was
represented there too, as is our entitlement.

Also on Planning I shall mention Calderdale’s Local Plan which will establish
all manner of issues by looking through the binoculars for many years to
come. There will be opportunities for consultation before its completion
which is expected to be in 2017.
In order to bring influence to bear, our neighbourhood can produce a
Neighbourhood Plan. This is being undertaken jointly with the 4 ‘hill top’
parishes (Blackshaw, Erringden, Heptonstall and Wadsworth) and Hebden
Royd Town Council linking together to prepare a joint document.
I mentioned previously the issue of the status of the cobbled areas in Towngate and the entrance to Church Street. The information I gave was passed
to me from Calderdale Council but it now seems some revision to the
statement is due. I shall refer to this in future once I have clarification from
the Highways Authority.
Finally………..…………….The Council’s budget for 2015/16 is currently being
worked upon. A final decision will be made on 2 February and this will
dictate the amount of next year’s Council Tax which will affect us all. Your
members will be looking into the detail of our income and expenditure – I
expect prudence and stability will continue. I’ll be able to give some detail
on this when you pick up your next newsletter.
Have a happy and peaceful 2015!

Roger M Greenwood
The Clerk
Heptonstall Parish Council

Reports from Voluntary Groups
November 2014
Communications Group
The Group has continued to produce the quarterly newsletter and maintain
and develop the website. The newsletter has changed with increased
content and a new design. Inevitably this has resulted in pressure for space.
As the publication can only be made in pages which are multiples of 4, then
the price increases. A great deal of consideration has been given as to
whether it is better to restrict the space available, i.e. keep to 12 sides of A5,
or to increase the size so that it includes all the information that has been
submitted (in a readable size of text). The views of readers would be
welcomed as to whether their preference is for a compact version, or
whether it is felt that it should encompass all the news and features relating
to the Parish of Heptonstall irrespective of the increased cost.
If you have any views please send them to Jacky Kelly (contact details on back page).

HeLP (Heptonstall Lights and Planting Group)
HeLP has made a successful application for a community grant from
Calderdale Council. The aim is to get a permanent electricity supply in
Weavers Square, which can be used both by HELP for the Christmas lights
and by other groups (e.g. Heptonstall Festival) for community events. The
project is ongoing as the details are still being finalised with Northern Power
grid.
As in the past three years, the group is organising a Christmas tree for the
village and lights switch on event, to be held on the first Saturday in
December.
Eleanor Worley

Traffic and Parking Group
Calderdale Council plans to extend the current 20mph zone in the Village to
all parts of the Village between the existing signs. The 30mph signs on
Hepton Drive, Northgate, Townfield Lane, Valley View Road, etc will
consequently be removed. Repeater 20mph signs will be placed on lamp
posts within the new zone at statutory intervals. This will be carried out in
Phase 2 of the Borough-wide programme and should be complete by
March/April 2016.

Current plans foresee no changes in Slack, Colden or on Widdop Road.
Formal consultation on the plans is due to start at the end of this year and
will include publication of area plans and Speed Limit Orders on the Council's
website and in the local press. If you wish to know more about what is
intended or want to comment on the plans consult the Website in the first
instance.
Efforts to resolve traffic obstruction problems due to inconsiderate and in
some cases illegal on-street parking at various points within the Village are on
-going.
The work to install ’decorative’ Village entry signs which promote careful
driving is progressing and, for the present, this is taking priority over the
development of additional off-street parking.
John Scarborough

The Voluntary Groups are thanked for their work and reports.
The next Heptonstall Forward meeting will be on
Thursday February 19th 7.30pm
at Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club. You are very welcome to attend!
Updates from the Voluntary Groups will be very welcome before the meeting.

Pennine Spring Music returns to
Heptonstall 25-30 May, with a varied programme
of classical music for everyone.
We endeavour each year to encourage young musicians from music schools
and colleges to join us on a bursary scheme.
If anyone is willing to accommodate (B&B) one of these young people would
you please contact Jean Leach 01422 843995 or email jean@richux.plus.com
Many thanks.

Heptonstall Village Team
Christmas Lunch at the Social & Bowling Club
Thurs 18th December

Guests enjoyed a chat after their Christmas meal

Thank you! Thanks to all for the generous support for our
second Christmas Lunch!. We had 65 guests, served by
Village Team elves, and we sent over 15 meals to local houses.
The meal was cooked for us at no charge by Rik Jones, Head
Chef at Devonshire Hall, University of Leeds, assisted by his
partner Sarah Wilmot. The food was kindly supplied by Hebden
and Poole veg suppliers and Sykes House Farm butchers,
both based in Wetherby.
….The wonderful
Heptonstall School
Choir entertained the
guests with
beautifully sung
Christmas carols as
well as more up to
date songs..
Singing along with the choir

BONGO

Cooking Elves Rik and Jan

If you know of any resident who would appreciate some
encouragement or information on what the Village Team does,
we’d love to hear from you. Ring Jan Lymer 847979.
Or visit our website to see more about our events: www.hepteam.org

What Next?.....
……..Lunch at the Cross Inn
The second Wednesday of every month - come along and
enjoy great food and great company!
11th February
11th March
8th April
More forthcoming events on the next page…...

……….Coach Trips
The Village Team is planning to have up to six trips this year.
We’ve been lucky enough to secure a large luxury coach which
’kneels’ to the kerb for easy access.
Our Spring Coach Trip is on Tuesday the 14th April, £10.
Stephen H Smith’s Garden Centre at Otley,
leaving Heptonstall at 11.30 a.m.
This has a 300 seat restaurant, indoor and outdoor plant sales area, and
an Edinburgh Wool Shop.
It’s all on one level, so fully accessible.
We can also loan out wheelchairs if booked with Jane in advance.
To book, ring Jane Hartmann 01422 846675.
Other dates for your diary:
19th May Harewood House
8th July Oswaldtwistle Mills
18th September Harrogate Flower Show

…...Family Ceilidh

Saturday 7th March, £5 (children free)
This will be the first of a series of family/ dance/ fun events to be held
at the Bowling Club. The aim is to provide some high class, low cost,
occasions for All people All ages with or without children from
Heptonstall and beyond.
A simple supper will be available to buy for £2.50 at each of the
events. We’ll be starting with home-made potato and meat pie, or
potato, cheese and onion pie, with either baked beans or peas. After
9pm, we’ll turn the music up and the lights down so we can all dance
and boogie the night away.
This time the band will be Three Men and a Box, a professional,
Glasgow based Ceilidh band with a fresh and exciting sound.
(You may remember them from last year’s Festival).
Next will be DJ Dapper Dan and his 30’s, 40’s and 50’s Tea Dance style music.
If you are aware of any music or bands you think will go down well, please
contact Gail King on 07826 525366.

A Field Shelter for the Exmoors?
We know that the Exmoors are very
tough, but they are getting older, and
might benefit from a simple open
shelter that would keep them a little
more protected from the elements
throughout the year.
Their owner doesn't have the funds to
provide this for them.
Is there anyone in the village willing
and able to donate either materials or
their skills and time, to build them a
field shelter? We would also need to
look into the planning situation.
Please contact Penny on 846802 if you think you could help.
Heptonstall Lights & Planting group
For the fourth year running, HeLP organised a Christmas tree and lights in
Weaver’s Square for the festive season.
The lights were switched on by a lovely lady from the Village Panto, and
the sale of Christmas trees, hot chocolate, mince pies and raffle tickets
raised over £100 which helped to cover costs. Thanks go to both village
pubs, the village shop, Holts and everyone who came along to Weaver’s
Square for supporting the event.
See the back cover for photo

Eleanor Worley

Heptonstall's Advent Windows
On the back cover you’ll see just a few examples of the lovely decorated
windows that added to Heptonstall’s Christmas cheer this year. A great
idea which gave us a wonderful variety of delights to brighten up the dark
evenings. Lets hope that this becomes a part of the ‘village tradition’ like
the tree in the square, the village Panto, the Christmas Lunch and the
Christmas Eve carols, bringing our community together and helping us to
celebrate Christmas time in lots of different ways for all ages and all
tastes. Now it’s time to look forward to Spring! Happy 2015!

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
HEPTONSTALL PARISH CHURCH
Services and Sunday School are at
9.15 a.m. every Sunday
Christmas Update:
The Christingle Service was enjoyed and £134 was sent to the Children’s
Society to help needy children and young people.
The Crib Service on Christmas Eve was very much enjoyed by parents and also
by the children who acted out the Nativity Story.
We now look forward to Easter which this year is in early April.
The Ash Wednesday Service on February 18th will be held at
St. James’ in Hebden Bridge.
The Maundy Thursday Service on April 2nd will be at St.Thomas’ at 7.30 p.m.
May will see the Spring Traidcraft Weekend,
which will run from Friday May 22nd until Monday 25th, and
will be continued during the Pennine Spring Music Festival
which begins on Monday 25th May.
Further details of these events will follow nearer the time.
Watch for the posters!
Vicar: Rev Howard Pask
01422 842138
E:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com
Churchwardens: Graham & Margaret Kidd
01422 845810

SHARED VILLAGE
Good Friday
11.45 a.m. A shared service in the Methodist Chapel,
4.30 p.m. A quiet service of meditation and reflection
10.0 a.m.

Easter Sunday
A shared service beginning in the Methodist
to St.Thomas’

HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH
Services and Sunday School are at
10.45am every Sunday
Ladies’ Evening:

In the Sunday School at 2.00 p.m.
Wednesday 11th February
Speaker - Rev. Howard Pask - ‘My Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela’
Gifts for the stall to begin with P.
Wednesday 11th March
Gifts for the stall to begin with Q or R.
April date to be confirmed.

All ladies welcome!

Annual Sponsored Walk:
May/June - date to be confirmed.

May Morning Service:

Sunday 3rd May at 8.00a.m.
The Praying Hole, Foster Wood. To be led by Rev. Francis Neal.

Sunday School Anniversary:
Sunday 21st June at 10.45 a.m.
To be led by Rev. Graham Kent.
Minister: Rev.Christine Perry,
2 Walton Fold, Todmorden OL14 5TE
01706 411117
Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com
Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422 842550.
Vera Ingham 01422 842296.
Margaret Morgan 01422 845042

EASTER SERVICES
3rd April
followed by distribution of Hot Cross Buns in Weaver’s Square.
at St.Thomas’ Church.

5th April
Chapel, followed by a procession through the village
for Holy Communion.

Christmas
2014 in
Heptonstall

Please send any contributions for the May 2015 newsletter by April 8th to Jacky Kelly,
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com

