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Heptonstall’s Christmas - one of our  
            wonderful Advent Windows 



One significant event has dominated the last couple of weeks (I am writing this 
in early January). No prizes for guessing – it is of course Flooding. 
 

Incredible devastation has been heaped onto our communities and your Parish 
Council members were quick to help contribute to the emergency funding for 
reparation. If your personal property was unaffected you would still be affected 
by transport and retail disruptions. I have lived here nearly 70 years and cannot 
recall the severity of flooding on this scale. But out of adversity comes some-
thing positive. It has been the community spirit, resolve and helpfulness shown 
by so many for those who need it most. Thanks must be recorded to all for   
riding this wave. 
 

To a lesser extent another ‘thank you’ must go to those who helped in          
November, when some idiot(s) thought it would be a big joke to set fire to the 
community bonfire in advance of the planned lighting at Heptonstall Social & 
Bowling Club. Help came from near and far to re-build the bonfire in time for 
the event – this second construction was even greater than the original! To   
everyone who helped make this a success a big thank you. To those who     
created the nuisance feel ashamed. Feel very ashamed. 
 

The Council is currently considering its financial needs for the coming year. 
Members are always aware of their responsibilities to our residents and prepare 
its budget in a cautious manner so that any increase is kept to an absolute  
minimum whilst at the same time being generous to help local groups who need 
financial support. Quite a slice of income goes on making this provision. I shall 
say more on this next time after the budget has been set. 
 

Your members have been dealing with its more ‘normal’ activities. Commenting 
on Planning Applications as a Statutory Consultee continues to be an important 
role. On a wider aspect the Local Plan to be released by Calderdale Council in 
2017 will be fed by a separate Neighbourhood Plan being built up jointly by all 
five of the local councils. Heptonstall has a prominent role in this and, following 
public consultation, will promote the various needs of this community in the 
next decade.   

 

Finally………..…………….keep dry and warm in these winter months ahead. When 
you next hear from me the clocks will have gone forward and the birds will be 
twittering in the blue skies. 
 
Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk, Heptonstall Parish Council 

 

News from your Parish Council 

The Mallards 
Underbank 
Hebden Bridge   HX7 6PP 
01422 844283 
 

heptonstallpc@aol.co.uk  
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           Reports from Voluntary Groups January 2016 
 
Communications 
There have been no changes with regard to the newsletter and the website.  
Everything is very settled and continues steadily. The style and content of the 
newsletter appears to be well received. The website is well established and    reg-
ularly viewed. 

Jacky Kelly 
 
Traffic and Parking 
Village Entry Signs 
Suitable stones located, but latterly under water in their quarry of origin! Whitaker 
Bros premises also submerged in recent floods. Work will resume once the stones 
can be retrieved and Whitaker Bros are again operational. 
New off-road parking 
Design drawings finalised following further advice from Highways and quotes    
being sought from suitable CMBC approved contractors. Following receipt of these 
we will proceed to feasibility study, including consultation & financing. 
 

John Scarborough 
 

HeLP (Heptonstall Lights and Planting)  
 

Last year the group successfully applied for and was awarded a community grant 
towards the cost of installing an electricity supply in Weavers Square.  Work was 
completed less than a week before the Christmas lights were switched on this 
year.  The power supply is for the Christmas lights and for Heptonstall           
Festival.  HeLP would like to thank Adam and Matt for their building and wiring 
skills and to give a special mention to Clive (Chair of HeLP) who liaised with the 
many   organisations involved and oversaw the whole project. 
 

This year's switch on event had to be postponed for a day because of the weath-
er.  Thanks to Mark and St John for  providing the tree, to the Panto gang who 
switched the lights on and to all who came and supported the event. 

For 2016 the group will be focusing on raising money to put towards more 
Christmas lights as well as maintaining the planters in Weavers Square and    
outside the museum, plus holding another Front of House competition in August. 

Clearing & planting in the churchyard is proving to be difficult to keep on top of; 
the group has liaised with Howard Pask to look at getting professional help.    
This is still ongoing. 

 

Eleanor Worley 



Heptonstall Village Team 

         01422 847979     email:admin@hepteam.org         www.hepteam.org  

This year 55 guests enjoyed a tasty Christmas lunch, good company and a 
lovely carol concert given by the Young at Heart Choir. In addition twelve 
meals were taken to residents who weren’t able to make it to the lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

During early December a series of children's workshops were led by Beth 
Hardman, where 145 gifts were made by children from Heptonstall School 
and given to our older folks in the village, Mytholm Meadows and Mytholm 
Court.                                                                                                                                                                      
Later in the week at the Carol Concert  we in turn gave 120 gifts and 
thank you cards to the children of Heptonstall School.                                                                                  
For the Village Team, our Gift of  Giving events emphasised and cemented  
the importance of links between the generations in our community, which 
we intend to continue to build upon in the future. 

Third ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH   
15th December 2015 

 
 
 
 

John Scarborough, Chair 
of the Parish Council,  
welcomed our guests. 

Santa and his helper elf turned up... 

This event is being sponsored by Heptonstall Junior & Infant School, Calderdale Events & 
Festivals Fund, Hebden Bridge Arts Festival, local businesses and private donations. 



And coming up, as promised ….  

A wonderful day out for all ages, 
with lots happening around the   
village, from Weavers Square to the 
Bowling Club. 
 

A full programme of events will   
include - 

Fun, games & shows at Weaver’s 
Square & the Bowling Club 

 

Have your photo taken on a        
reproduction of the famous see-saw 

shot, courtesy of After Alice  
 
 

This event is being sponsored by Heptonstall Junior & Infant School, Calderdale Events & 
Festivals Fund, Hebden Bridge Arts Festival, local businesses and private donations. 

There will also be a vintage bus, picking up 
from Hebden Bridge Picture House &        
Mytholm Meadows, then trundling from 
venue to venue in Heptonstall all day so 
that you can ride in comfort & see          

everything with ease.  And Lots More!! 

See our very own Ben (Mr Bloom) and Mimi Faulks -  Plunge Bloom - 
with interactive street theatre and workshops. 

Watch and enjoy the Children’s Parade, led once again by  
the amazing Drum Machine.  

 Eat in style with tasty refreshments from our Towngate Tearoom.                                                                                                                
Circus acts, street performers, maypole dancing,  

we’ve got it all for you to enjoy!!                                                                                                                           
A great day will be finished off at the Bowling Club with  

a Children’s Disco in the evening. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
                  
 

Jane Hartman continued to organise wonderful day trips towards the end 
of the year  - in November there were two, one to the Yorkshire       
Sculpture Park to see the amazing ceramic poppies, and also to Bents 
Garden Centre, enjoyed by a full coach load!  In December a smaller 
group travelled to the Peter Pan Panto at Bridlington Spa Theatre, where 
they watched Joe Standaline perform as the Dame. 
 

Winter means that the trips will take a rest for a few months, but they’ll 
begin again in April. Guests have given lots of feedback about where 
they’d like to visit in 2016, and a programme of trips is already being 
planned by Jane. 
 

Watch out for flyers and posters, and of course Jane will be in touch with 
regulars to let them know what’s coming next ..           

……...Village Team 
Coach Trips 

Don’t forget  

the Pace Egg Play  

 Good Friday 

March 25th... 



       HEPTONSTALL FELL RACE   
SUNDAY MARCH 20th 2016  

 MARSHALS AND HELPERS REQUEST 
  

Many thanks for the generous support that the 
annual Heptonstall Fell Races have received each 
March and July. 
  

2016 will see the races take place for their 6th 
running, during which time we have all worked 
together to raise over £10,000 for local causes 
(St.Thomas’ Church, Calder Valley Search and Rescue, local Scouts, Heptonstall 
Festival). Each race has been a tremendous success, as runners from all over 
the UK have flocked to Heptonstall to enjoy a day out on the local hills com-
bined with the hospitality of our village.  
  

CAN YOU HELP?   
The race can only take place with the involvement of our neighbours, friends, 
and family. This generous support is much appreciated and has proven to be a 
key factor in runners returning to the event year after year.  
  

We would be extremely grateful if you could spare a few hours of 
your time to help us marshal the event on SUNDAY MARCH 20th. 
  

WHAT IS INVOLVED? 
 No experience is required. A marshal is simply there to keep an eye on the 
race at a given point, advising runners of any hazards, and reporting back to 
the race organiser to confirm all is going well. Marshals also make sure runners 
don't head off in the wrong direction, or alert runners to approach road                
crossings safely. Your position can be organised to suit your preference and 
available time, either in the village and surrounding fields, or for the more                
adventurous, somewhere on the hills around Hardcastle Crags.  
 

We usually team you up with a friend or neighbour, providing you with          
instructions, timings, viz bib, and contact numbers. No experience is required - 
we will explain everything you will need know. The runners will be pleased to 
see you and will be thanking you as they run by - hopefully you can cheer them 
on. It’s a great excuse for an early Spring day out followed up with a beer and 
food in the pub afterwards. 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU CAN HELP - call race organiser:              
Stephen Grimley: 07710015560 / email stephen.grimley@royalmail.com  

  
 

mailto:stephen.grimley@royalmail.com


HEPTONSTALL  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
 

Services and Sunday School 
are at  

10.45am every Sunday 

 
Wednesday 10th February at 2.0 p.m. 
 Ladies’ Evening - Speaker Roger Benn.  
Gifts for the stall to begin with X,Y or Z. 

 

Wednesday 9th March at 2.0 p.m. 
Ladies’ Evening.  

Gifts for the stall to begin with A. 
 

Good Friday 25th March  at 11.45 a.m. 
Shared Service with St Thomas’ in the Methodist Chapel, followed by 

Hot Cross Bun distribution in Weaver’s Square. 
4.30 p.m. Service of Meditation at St. Thomas’ Church 

 

Easter Sunday 27th March at 10.0 a.m. 
Shared Service beginning in the Methodist Chapel, followed by        

procession through the village to St. Thomas’ for Holy Communion. 
  

Wednesday 13th April at 2.0 p.m. 
Ladies’ Evening. 

Gifts for the stall to begin with B. 
 

In May we’ll hold our annual Sponsored Walk -  
the date is yet to be confirmed. 

 

Sunday 19th June at 10.45 a.m. 
-  our Sunday School Anniversary will be led by Rev. Paul Welch.  

Minister: Rev.Christine Griffiths: 01706 411177  Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 
 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422  842550. 
Vera Ingham 01422 842296.  Margaret Morgan 01422 845042 



Our Sunday service is a Parish Communion Service and Sunday School 
is held at the same time every week. All children of primary                    

school age are welcome. 
 

Following the recent floods, we have been the venue for the school 
PFA Jumble Sale in aid of flood relief for schools affected, and on    

30th January, there will be a concert by Kim Metcalfe of Blackshaw 
Head, also in aid of flood relief. Refreshments will be available and    

we hope for lots of support! 
 

Also following the floods, the Men's Breakfast, normally held at the 
White Swan, has relocated to St.Thomas’ and will be held at 9.0 a.m. 
on Saturday 6th February. On this occasion women are welcome! 

There will be a full cooked breakfast and a speaker. 
 

Easter is early this year and the Ash Wednesday service will be in 
St. Thomas’ at 7.30 p.m. on February 10th. Good Friday services on 

March 25th will be held in the Methodist Chapel at 11.45 a.m.  
 Easter Sunday Service on March 27th will begin at the Methodist 

Chapel at 10.0 a.m. and process to St. Thomas’ for communion. 
 

Other events to look out for in May are concerts by Cantorelli on 7th 
and Alyssium on 21st. Also at the end of the month, the Fair Trade 
weekend and  Pennine Spring Music Festival  will be taking place,       

so look out for posters nearer the time. 

.  

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
HEPTONSTALL PARISH 

CHURCH 
 

Services are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

Vicar: Rev Howard Pask:01422 842138 Email:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com 
 

Churchwardens: Graham & Margaret Kidd 01422 845810 



 

 
 
 

Heptonstall For- ward  
Public Meeting November 22nd 2015 

 

Present: Chair: David Schofield, Secretary: Mary Livesey, Treasurer: Lyn 
Palmer, Liz Godfrey, Cllr. Jean Crowther, Cllr J Dunford, Cllr M Edwards, Ward 
Cllr Janet Battye & 20 residents. Apologies from Susan Schofield. 
 

Welcome by David Schofield. David explained why Heptonstall Forward 
started and its role in producing the Parish Plan (2003) and the Community 
Led Plan (2011). He also explained that the meeting had been called because 
the present membership had fulfilled its role and would be retiring in 2016. It 
had therefore to be decided whether the group would cease to exist, or wheth-
er it could be continued with a different membership, or even with a   different 
way of representing community interests. 
 

Cllr J Dunford explained that in 2003 the Heptonstall Parish Council was   
unable to carry out certain activities and apply for grants for community      
initiatives, so it supported the formation of Heptonstall Forward to carry out 
these roles on its behalf. Since then, Parish Councils have been granted     
General Powers of Competence, which enables them to undertake most      
activities; however certain criteria have to be met to gain this power.        
Heptonstall Parish Council does not fulfil these criteria. Therefore a community 
group would be a valuable asset in this respect. 
The Parish Council funds Heptonstall Forward. 
A continuation group could have several functions, one of which could be to 
carry out a role similar to the Hebden Bridge Partnership, which amongst other 
things holds an open annual meeting, where any group can report on their  
activities to the general community. 
Heptonstall Forward has a constitution and only the current membership can 
change this. So a continuation group would need to work with Heptonstall  
Forward to make the necessary changes pertinent to a new group. 
 

Cllr Janet Battye (Calderdale Ward Councillor) said that Heptonstall   
Forward had an impressive list of achievements over the past twelve years. 
Her experience as a Cllr has led her to realise that geographically people     
organise themselves according to their needs. Therefore whilst the Parish 
Council would take the lead on the Neighbourhood Plan it is also necessary for 
people to feel that they are a part of it. As it is important to think of the Neigh-
bourhood Plan holistically; a community group could fulfil this role. 
 
The floor was opened up to general discussion. A vote was taken with regard to the 
way ahead. There was unanimous support for the establishment of an Interim Group to 
hold discussions on the role of Heptonstall Forward in the future. The time limit for pro-
posals will be May 2016 when at the AGM its future will be determined. Six people ex-
pressed an interest in forming an Interim Group. 
 
 



 
 

The floor was opened up to general discussion. A vote was taken with regard to 
the way ahead. There was unanimous support for the establishment of an     
Interim Group to hold discussions on the role of Heptonstall Forward in the    
future. The time limit for proposals will be May 2016 when at the AGM its future 
will be determined. Six people expressed an interest in forming an  Interim 
Group. 
 

Thanks came from the floor for the work of Heptonstall Forward over the twelve 
years. Cllr Crowther on behalf of Heptonstall Forward and the Parish Council, 
thanked people for attending the meeting. Appreciation was also shown for the 
support of the Parish Councillors and Cllr Janet Battye. 
 

The secretary will contact the individuals who have volunteered to join the     
Interim Group and they can then explore ways forward. Current members are 
willing to assist in supporting the Interim Group if help is sought. 
 

Mary Livesey (Secretary) hepforward2000@talktalk.net 
 

 
Report from the Interim Group 

 

A meeting took place on January 14th of the residents who had kindly             
volunteered to discuss the possibility of maintaining Heptonstall Forward, albeit 
with a different purpose. Some members were willing to give their time to this 
task but made it clear that they were heavily involved in other community 
groups and therefore it would not be possible for them to become members of 
the future Heptonstall Forward.  
 

This meant that realistically only two people were available for future member-
ship but more importantly none were in a position to take a lead on this initiative 
at this point in time. They however stated that should their circumstances 
change over the next few months they may be able to review the situation.  
 

The timescale for any future proposals to be made is January to March 2016. 
 

Heptonstall Forward will over the next few months prepare to wind up. 
 

The 2015/16 accounts will be audited in April 2016.  
 

Heptonstall  Forward will be in existence until May 2016. 
 

After the Annual General Meeting on Thursday  May 12th 2016  it will cease to 
exist as an active group. 

mailto:hepforward2000@talktalk.net


 

Two of the amazing Advent 
Windows in the village during 
December - what a creative 

bunch you are!!! 

Please send any contributions for the May 2016 newsletter by April 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com 


