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News from your Parish Council 
 

There have only been two monthly meetings of the Council since I last  
reported to you (Easter weekend being at the beginning of April has meant 
the meeting date has been moved on by a week, and any aspects arising  
cannot, of course, be included here). 
 

So what have your unpaid members been up to in the past quarter? 
Well the most significant task has been to carefully consider the Council’s 
budget for the year commencing 1 April 2015 and calculate the Precept (the 
amount which we ask Calderdale Council to add to the parishioners’ Council 
Tax bills). As a result it will mean a very small increase – on average 3p per 
month for each parishioner. 
 

This enables the Council to fulfil its expected expenditure & provide financial 
support to local organisations who have made claim to a grant. The bodies 
who will benefit are Heptonstall Lights & Planting Group, Heptonstall  
Forward, Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club (towards provision of a disabled 
person’s toilet at this community facility), Pennine Spring Music, Richard  
Naylor Charities, Heptonstall Exhibitions Charity, Heptonstall Methodist 
Church, Hebden Bridge Bowling Club, Heptonstall Festival Committee,  
Heptonstall Village Team & Hebden Bridge Walkers’ Action. 
 

Planning issues have as always been a feature, although there have been few-
er applications than would normally have been expected. The proposed mo-
bile caravan site at Cross Hill had been refused by Calderdale Council and an 
appeal was made to the Planning Inspectorate. The Planning Inspector  
visited the site and was met with a large number of residents who obviously 
had their own concerns. The outcome was that the Planning Inspector  
provided a detailed report explaining his reasons for rejecting the appeal.  
Calderdale’s decision to refuse therefore stands. 
 

Still on Planning matters, Councillor John Scarborough and myself visited  
Calderdale’s offices and met the Head of Development and the Enforcement 
Manager. As I have reported previously this is a regular event whereby we 
meet twice a year and have a free exchange. As usual it was a useful  
exchange, the Calderdale Council officers being most helpful. 
 

The Parish Council has submitted a Planning Application for the erection of 
‘Welcome’ decorative stones at each entrance to the village, asking drivers to 
be considerate when driving through the village.  



Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk, Heptonstall Parish Council 

 

We were fortunate to receive a grant of £500 towards this project from  
Calderdale Council. A MOST welcome gift. I am hoping the permissions need-
ed will soon be granted to enable us to see the stones in place during the 
summer months. 
 

Neighbourhood Planning is ongoing; the designated Council member (Susan 
Slater) being most active in this regime which is shared with the adjoining 
parishes. It is worth confirming at this point that a previous consideration to 
‘Asset Transfer’ the Co-op Field at Acre Lane has been rejected and so will not 
proceed. This does not, of course, prevent any group taking up this mantle.  
 

The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting was held on 2 March. This is an 
opportunity for electors of the parish to be able to raise & vote upon issues 
relating to the parish. The Council Chairman chairs the meeting, I do the  
paperwork, everyone else there is as a member of the public. This is not the 
only time an elector can raise issues – there’s a spot on each monthly agenda 
called ‘Public Participation’ whereby time is afforded for statements or  
questions be raised on any matter which appears on the agenda for that 
meeting. 
 

Other topics your members have dealt with include the blocking of  
Heptonstall Road near Lime Avenue when, in atrocious weather conditions, 
the road was closed for several hours preventing access beyond, which was 
most inconvenient. 
 

Coming up will be the end of the current 4 year term of the Councillors’  
office, and the opportunity for any qualified member of our electorate to be 
nominated to stand for the council. Nine members are required. If more than 
nine apply (to Calderdale Council who administer these arrangements) there 
will be an election, which will coincide with the same date for the General 
Election and Calderdale Council’s elections. 
 

Finally………..……………. I am writing this over the Easter 
weekend and, just like eggs, the weather is smashing! 
Let’s hope the summer is equally good so we can all  
enjoy the natural beauty of our surroundings. It is so 
easy to take for granted the fact that we are lucky to 
have such a wonderful environment on our doorsteps. 
 



HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Services and Sunday School are at  
10.45am every Sunday 

Minister: Rev.Christine Perry,  
2 Walton Fold, Todmorden OL14 5TE  

01706 411117  Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 
 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422  
42550. 

Sunday 3rd May, 8.00 a.m.  
May Morning Service -  

The Praying Hole, Foster Wood 
To be led by Rev. Francis Neil. 

 

Wednesday May 13th, 2.00 p.m. 
Ladies’ Evening -  

The Sunday School 
Gifts for the stall to begin with ‘S’ 

Speaker to be confirmed -  all ladies welcome 
 

Saturday 6th June,   
10 mile Sponsored Walk & Tea 

Meet at Sunday School at 1.15 p.m. 
Sponsor forms from church members 

 

Saturday June 13th, 10.00 a.m. 
Coffee Morning  

At the home of Jessie Breeze, 5 Southfield. 
 

Sunday June 21st, 10.45 a.m. 
Sunday School Anniversary 

To be led by Rev. Graham Kent. 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
HEPTONSTALL PARISH CHURCH 

 

Services and Sunday School are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

Vicar: Rev Howard Pask 
01422 842138 

E:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com 
 

Churchwardens: Graham & Margaret Kidd  
01422 845810 

Visitors to the church may be surprised to find it locked during 
the week at the moment. This is because, after many years of 
fundraising and applying for permission, work has begun on  
constructing a new kitchen. This involves a large hole in the 

church floor and so it is unsafe for visitors whilst this phase of the 
work is completed. We do hope to reopen the building soon. 

Meanwhile services continue as usual  every Sunday at 9.15am. 
 

The Easter Service, which started at the chapel and progressed to  
St. Thomas’, was well attended and it was a joy to share  

this service together.  
The Sunday School made their own Easter Garden. 

 
May 22nd is the beginning of the  

Spring Fair Trade Weekend.  
We start on Friday 22nd from 7- 9pm and continue on Saturday 
23rd, Sunday 24th and Monday 25th from 11am - 5pm each day.  

Light refreshments will be served throughout and there will be a 
large selection of food, gifts and clothing, all fairly traded. This 
leads into the Pennine Spring Music Festival which continues 

through the week with concerts on three evenings.  



Heptonstall Village Team 

Staying Well is a pilot in Calderdale to help reduce unnecessary 
GP             appointments and emergency hospital admissions by 
encouraging people to stay socially active.  We know that people 
who lead     active social lives are a happy bunch who often see 
health            improvements. 
 

The Hebden Bridge Community Association is running a                       
community hub at The Town Hall in Hebden Bridge as part of the 
Staying Well pilot, and recently ran a micro commissioning process 
to create and develop activities in the locality to help develop a 
programme of activities for social engagement.  We are very happy 
to announce that the Heptonstall Village Team was successful in 
this commissioning round and have received funds to develop the 
lunch club, coach trips and the regular events at Heptonstall Social 
and Bowling Club.  Please get in touch with the Village Team if you 
would like more  information on the range of activities and events 
they organise. 
 

If you would like to chat to someone about Staying Well, or maybe 
you know someone who would benefit from taking part, please 
contact Helen Doodson on 01422 392707. 
 

GREAT NEWS!! 

3 Silver Street, Heptonstall HX7 7PA   
01422 847979   admin@hepteam.org 



 
 
 

 
 

                 ………………………….. 
 

Summer Coach Trips 
19th May       Harewood House 

      8th July       Oswaldtwistle Mills  
   18th September     Harrogate Flower Show  

 

To find out more, chat about access, or book your seat, 
 please ring Jane Hartmann  on 01422 846675 

VILLAGE TEAM OPEN DAY 
 

Sunday 14th June 2- 6 p.m. 
 Heptonstall Social and Bowling Club 

 
Please come along and find out about our exciting plans to 

help combat isolation and loneliness in our community. 
 

There will be tea, cakes, children’s activities and more, with 
plenty of information, and opportunity to chat to team  

organisers and volunteers both about what is going on, and 
what ideas you might have. 

Lunch Club 
 

Our next two dates -  
 

Wednesday May 6th   
at the Shoulder of Mutton, Mytholmroyd 

 

Wednesday May 13th  
at The Cross, Heptonstall 

 
Come along & enjoy good food and great company!! 

We’ll chat with you to find out your future ideas and thoughts 
about developing our Lunch Club. 

 

If you need assistance with transport,  
please ring Gail King on 07826 525366 



We’re planning to bring you another great family day, with activities for adults 
and younger people across the village, aiming to create a fun day for all. The 
full line-up of artists & activities will be available on our twitter and Facebook as 
we get nearer the event, with special features on the Festival page of the vil-
lage website. 
 
 

The Festival is run by volunteers, and couldn’t happen without the generous 
help of the people in the village. We’re still looking for people to pledge some 
time on the day and in the run up to the event. If you could lend a hand setting 
up a marquee, picking litter, bucket collecting or generally helping out please 

get in touch at heptonstallfestival@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Treasure Trail, activities and storytelling 

 
 
 

Please like our Facebook page www.facebook.com/HepFest and follow us at 
@hepfestinfo for updates.                

Matt Gallop 

 

 

Saturday 4th July  is 

Festival Day !! 

Live Music in 

Weavers Square 

and Old Church 

ruins 
 

Craft stalls 

Food and drink 

stalls 
 

Fun Dog Show and 

Reptile Rangers 

mailto:heptonstallfestival@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.com/HepFest


On Festival Day we’re hoping to create a Treasure Trail that will take the     

children through the village, finding clues along the way.  We would like you to 
help us create this Trail by volunteering to create a clue and place it in your 
window or in your garden.    

These clues could take on any forms as long as they relate to Roald Dahl. It 
could be something as simple as a passage taken from a book to a masterpiece 
creation made from sticky back plastic and fairy liquid bottles – Blue Peter eat 
your heart out! 

We cannot create the Trail until we know how many volunteers we have.  So if 
you would be kind enough to register your interest at the Post Office as soon 
as possible.  We will close the list on 15h May; this will give us good time to be 
able to liaise with everyone and create the Trail ready for July 4th. Don’t worry 
if you miss this date, we still would like as many people as possible to decorate 
their gardens / houses just for the fun of it. 

So get your thinking caps on and let’s get Creative! 

If you have good thoughts they will shine out of your face 
like sunbeams and you will always look  lovely. 

......Roald Dahl 



Walking with History  

Pennine Horizons recently launched 11 new apps and walk guides, covering 
a wide range  of  Calder Valley localities and subjects  - all  developed in 
close collaboration, and with lots of hard work, alongside local voluntary 
community groups. The downloadable apps show fascinating historical   
photos from the digital archive, together with entertaining and informative 
audio tracks.  
 

On Saturday 25th April, two of our local trails were launched with guided 
walks, to coincide with the new Pennine Way Loop opening and 50 year cel-
ebrations that took place in Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall.  
 

The Pennine Loop launch walk set off from Hebden in the morning, with 
entertainment along the way - a large group of walkers arrived in         
Heptonstall by the afternoon. There they were treated to an extra perfor-
mance of the Pace Egg Play in Weaver’s Square, before being led up     
Smithwell Lane and out of the village in lively procession towards Blackshaw 
Head by the vibrant Peace Artistes Street Band (who later performed again 
at the New Delight.) 

Earlier in the afternoon, the Blackshaw Head    
Packhorse e-Trail was launched and walked,  
arriving in Heptonstall in time to catch the  

Pennine Loop celebrations. 
 

This Trail has been developed by SHED  
members (Blackshaw Head Local History Group), 
with their commentary read by long time resident 
Dot Sutcliffe and explores the route of the ancient 

Packhorse Trail from Blackshaw Head  
to Heptonstall.  

Once the celebrating walkers had gone on their way, a small group launched 
the Heptonstall e-Trail with a guided walk around the village to discover a 
little of its rich history.  
This Trail has been devised by two members of the Signs Group, Chris  
Scarborough and Jacky Kelly, based on our well established Heptonstall Trail - 
with commentary beautifully read by Olwyn May. 



Other examples of the new e-Trails  
include: 
 

Riots & Protest- Radical History around  
Todmorden. 
Co-operatives & Visions - Radical History 
around Hebden Bridge. 
Hebden Bridge’s Woodland Heritage. 
Power in the Landscape - the Colden  
Valley & its 19thC water powered  
heritage. 
Charlestown & Jumble Hole. 

The trails are very straightforward to download - search Pennine Horizons on your 
App Store, or look for more information on www.pennineheritage.org.uk/Trails.   
Paper guides are currently available from Tourist Information, The Book Case & 

Mountain Wild, with more outlets to come. 

For both trails CROWS, the Community Rights of Way Service, has upgraded 
and waymarked many parts of the routes (Heptonstall's funded by the Parish 

Council), benefitting all of us who regularly walk our nearby pathways,  
as well as visitors to this wonderful area. 

..there’s more -  do have a look & try some of these amazing trails for yourself! 

HEPTONSTALL FELL RACE 2015 
 

Calder Valley’s Ben Mounsey broke the course record whilst the Slightly Foxed 
Brewing Company took over as main sponsor of the 2015 Heptonstall Fell Race 
in what proved to be a vintage year. Clear blue skies and warm spring sunshine 
greeted visiting runners from across the region. Notwithstanding chance to win 
free beer, numbers were further boosted by the local clubs opting to include 
the race in their club championships.  
 

The growing reputation of Heptonstall’s fantastic and fearsome Fell Race meant 
that a record field of 227 runners gathered on Heptonstall’s cobbles to take on 
15 miles & 3200 feet of ascent over the hills and valleys of Colden Clough,  
Heptonstall Moor, Hebden Dale, Greave Height, Hardcastle Crags, Shackleton 
Knoll, and Crimsworth Dean.  
 

Now in its 5th year, the race began with runners receiving their traditional start-
line blessing from the Rev Howard Pask in what has become a memorable  
feature of this community organised event.  



It was obvious from the outset that the 2015 race was going to be the best 
yet, as a large group of elite fell runners arrived at The Cross to sign up,  
including record holder, and twice winner Adam Osbourne of Leeds AC.  After 
a thrilling 15 miles chase Calder Valley’s Ben Mounsey was first back to the 
village in an incredible 01:47:15, knocking  7 minutes off the course record. 

Calder Valley Search & Rescue Team and 
Mytholmroyd Scouts, along with 50  

volunteers from the village were  
stationed around the 15 mile route as a 
large crowd cheered the runners out of 
the hill top village when they set off up 

Towngate in blazing sunshine.   

As proof of the dazzling array of talent on display, the next four runners also set 
times that were all inside the previous course record. Calder Valley’s Karl Gray 
(2nd)  & Tim Ellis (4th)  came in either side of Wharfedale’s Spencer Riley (3rd ), 
whilst the 2013 & 2014 race winner & record holder, Adam Osbourne found 
himself in 5th place, despite having also beaten the his own course record. Karl 
Gray’s time set new V40 record for Heptonstall Fell Race whilst 9th placed club 
mate, Richard Pattison set a new Veteran 50 course record. 
 

In the Women’s race, last year’s winner, Valley’s Jo Buckley, came a very     
narrow 2nd  after an epic battle with Dark Peak’s Sally Fawcett, who took the 
1st place in 02:19:06. 
 

The event was organised by runners from Calder Valley & Todmorden Harriers, 
based in & around Heptonstall, with tremendous support from village residents. 
Heptonstall Hurriers, as they are otherwise known, came up with the idea of the 
race as means to showcase the village, support local businesses, & raise funds 
for local causes.  
 

The event has gone from strength to strength, whilst helping to create a greater 
sense of community spirit in the village; 70 volunteers helped to marshal,  
provided free refreshments, & organised parking. The Cross Inn acted as race 
HQ to provide registration facilities, whilst William Holt’s Greengrocers and The 
Bakehouse donated to the post-race catering. Anthony Holt kindly made a field  
available to park over 100 cars, whilst The Village Team prepared over 200  
portions of soup. The event raised more than £1400 for St Thomas’s Church, 
Mytholmroyd Scouts, and Calder Valley Search & Rescue. Around £4000 has 
been raised for St Thomas Church over the last 5 years, allowing work to begin 
on the new kitchens and toilets that will improve facilities for concerts and  
community events.                                                                     Steve Grimley 

The unique Start Line Blessing 





 

                       Food Bank Box    

From the beginning of May there will be a box on the table 

at the back of Church for the collection of donations to             

local food banks.  

All gifts of food or other essentials such as towels, bedding, 

and toiletries will be    gratefully received and distributed  

between Todmorden Food Bank and Ebenezer in Halifax.  

 

 
 

 

The Voluntary Groups had nothing to report to the February meeting, further 
to the updates that had appeared in the February Newsletter. 
 

An update from the Traffic & Parking Group on February 24th stated the 
following: 
Village entry signs: £500 Local Forum Grant received from CMBC.  
Clearance from Highways. Planning Application ready to go in. Awaiting  
clarification from Calderdale Estates Management on ownership, and  
permission from owners of relevant land. 
Parking: No progress. Efforts halted to focus on Village entry signs. 
 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAY  

MAY 21ST 7 30 pm LADY CHAPEL, ST THOMAS’S CHURCH. 
ALL  ARE WELCOME TO  ATTEND. 

Reports from Voluntary 
Groups - April 2015 

Please send any contributions for the August 2015 newsletter by July 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com 

 

Front of House Competition 
 

HeLP will again be running their annual competition this  
summer, with judging taking place in August. 

So get your garden, tubs and baskets ready and see if this year 
you can win the prestigious prize!! 



In 2016 Heptonstall Forward will have completed its job! 
 

That is, it will have drawn up two plans for the future of the community. 
It is a task that will have taken 13 years. A lot of hard work and  
commitment have gone into it by a variety of residents. The six remaining 
members will all relinquish their membership after the Annual General 
Meeting in 2016. 
 

So where to then……………? 
 

Do residents no longer feel that there should be  
a community group that represents it? 

 

If this is the case, Heptonstall Forward - which is formally constituted - 
can wind up according to the terms of the constitution. The community 
would then no longer have a group to represent it in the way that  
Heptonstall Forward has i.e. consulting residents, seeking funding and 
when necessary acting as a voice of the community. 
 
 

OR  Does the community feel that it is desirable  
to have a group to represent it? 

 

A successor group would need to define its role in representing the    
Heptonstall Parish Community. 
Perhaps you, or even a group you currently attend could give some 
thought to future possibilities, so that we don’t just allow our community 
group to fold and later regret its demise. After all we don’t actually know 
what lies ahead and whether having a community group would be  
advantageous in addressing future proposals for the Parish. 
 

Today we are just bringing this to your attention, 
getting the ball rolling…….. 

 

When the new Heptonstall Parish Council is established in May, members 
of Heptonstall Forward and the Parish Council will work together to  
establish whether there is any interest and support for establishing a  
successor group which will represent the interests of the community. 
 

We’ll report further in the next newsletter & on the Heptonstall 
website. In the meantime we would welcome your views. 

 

 

Please contact either Mary Livesey, the secretary of Heptonstall 
Forward hepforward2000@talktalk.net, or Roger Greenwood, 
clerk to Heptonstall Parish Council  rmghpc@hotmail.com. 

mailto:hepforward2000@talktalk.net
mailto:rmghpc@hotmail.com


 

 

Heptonstall Forward organised 
the annual bulb planting event in  

October 2014. The results can  
currently be seen.  

 

The bulbs on Hepton Drive Park 
were replenished, though not all 
have come through. Crocuses 
were also planted on the park 

but only a few appeared.           

Bulb Planting Results 

Photos by Sue Schofield 

So all in all, the Parish has been enhanced by the spring golden glow! 
 

Thank you to all who helped with the planting! 
Mary Livesey 

We didn’t expect the daffodils to come 
through at the back of the old church of St 

Thomas, but fortunately they did, and 
formed an attractive outline to the ruin.   

Pinfold Lane has also had further  
replenishment.  

New planting at the Chapel too. 


