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News from your Parish Council 

On this occasion I am going to side-step going through a list of the Council’s activities, 
which have continued in line with expectations. Instead I shall highlight some issues I 
want you to consider. 
 

First of all I shall tell you about Heptonstall Forward, why it was created and where does 
it go from here. 
Back in 2003, the Parish Council was aware of the usefulness of creating a Parish Plan 
and knew there was a pot of money which could be tapped to pay for this. Unfortunately 
the Council was not eligible to claim any of this. So a ‘community vehicle’ was created, 
formally constituted, with a mix of Council and non-Council members of the community, 
who would be able to secure the funding and be prepared to embark on this large piece of 
work. The result was most successful. It was repeated in 2011 when a Community-led 
Plan was created as a replacement. 
 

A huge amount of work has been done by the members of Heptonstall Forward over the 
years and it is no surprise that the current membership wish to retire. This will  happen in 
May 2016, so we are faced with needing to attract a fresh team to keep this vehicle on the 
road, giving an opportunity for willing participants to step forward.  
A public meeting to explain all this, and to cast a fishing line, is arranged for late Novem-
ber to measure support. It may even have taken place before you read this, in which case 
I hope you – yes YOU - has been stirred to support H.F's continuation. It would be a 
shame if it were to become dormant through a lack of support. 
 

The second item I want to raise is about Heptonstall’s website, run by the Communication 
Group which emerged from the last Community Plan (thanks Heptonstall Forward!). ALL 
groups within the parish can easily keep us informed of what’s going on by submitting an 
article to be uploaded. I know the webmaster (Nick Dymott) is keen for this to happen and 
would like more material to be fed to him. 
Your Parish Council members want this to happen too, and as the months progress I shall 
be expanding the amount of Council information which can be found there on dedicated 
pages (agendas and minutes of our meetings are already posted there). Give it a try - 
www.heptonstall.org is where you need to be. You will find Nick most approachable and 
professional – he does a great job. Contact him at nickdymott@me.com. 
  
My last message is to remind all organisations in the Parish who wish to apply for any 
Grant Funding from the Council that the closing date for 2016/17 applications is 30 Nov 
2015. Information on how the scheme works, together with a downloadable application 
form can of course can be found on the website! Or contact me direct – details below. 
 

Finally………..this will be my last contribution in 2015 so my members and I wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. We are glad you take an interest in reading 
this and supporting the work the Council members do on your behalf. Free of charge of 
course! 
 

Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk 
Heptonstall Parish Council 
 
 

The Mallards 
Underbank 
Hebden Bridge   HX7 6PP 
01422 844283 
 

heptonstallpc@aol.co.uk  

mailto:heptonstallpc@aol.co.uk


 

Reports from Voluntary Groups August 2015 
(Developments since the annual review in May 2015) 

 

Communications Group 
There have been no changes with regard to the newsletter and the website. Everything is 
very settled and continues steadily. The style and content of the newsletter appears to be 
well received. The website is well established and regularly viewed. 
 

HeLP (Heptonstall Lights and Planting) 
A second floral planter is now in place in Weavers’ Square. Other targets (defined in the 
annual review May 2015), are still in place and are either ongoing, or about to happen. 
 

Traffic and Parking Group 
Village Entry Signs: Awaiting location of suitable stones for carving, delivery and           
installation on site by our chosen contractor, the Whitaker Brothers, Hebden Bridge. It is 
likely to take some time to find suitable stones. 
New Off Road Parking: Feasibility study has now resumed in terms of design, cost and 
financing. 
 

The Voluntary Groups are thanked for their reports  
and the work that they do on behalf of the community. 

HAVE YOUR SAY… 
 

Does the Civil Parish of Heptonstall need its community group? 
 

Over the last 10 or so years Heptonstall Forward has been active on 
behalf of all Residents, putting forward and supporting their views 

when it has really mattered.  
 

Whether it be planning issues or concerns over speed limits, establishing a news-
letter or bulb planting, Heptonstall Forward has taken the Residents’ views        
forward and represented them at meetings, arranging emergency meetings if a 
situation demands this. 
 

In May 2016 the members of Heptonstall Forward will be retiring, as their brief to 
produce and oversee the Community-led Plan will be ending, this role being 
handed over to the Parish Council.  
 

So is the community group now to fold?  
 

OR should it continue representing the Residents, but with a fresh brief? 
 

Come and have your say over a cup of tea and a biscuit  

on SUNDAY 22ND NOVEMBER at 2 pm 

at Heptonstall Social and Bowling Club 



Community 
Rights  
Of  
Way  
Service  

White Ribbon House, 1, New Road, Mytholmroyd, HX7 5DZ 
Website http://httpwww.crows-coop.co.uk/  

 

HEPTONSTALL VOLUNTEERS WANTED! 
  
CROWS is a group of volunteers who maintain and improve the Footpath        
network in the Upper Calder and Ryburne valleys. We clear vegetation, build 
stiles, gates and boardwalks, deal with drainage and way-mark routes. We also 
monitor and survey paths.  We currently work on Wednesdays and Fridays from 
about 9.30-2.30 from our base in Mytholmroyd. 
  
At the moment we are particularly short of people who can work on Fridays. In 
addition we have nobody from Heptonstall in the group, so we feel that we are 
missing some local knowledge. 
  
Stella started working with CROWS earlier this year & says: “it’s great to have a 
regular date to work outdoors with a nice bunch of people who have local      
knowledge, experience & expertise to share.  We get a lot done – you can see the 
fruits of your labours after each day which is very satisfying.  And we are often 
working on a path I’ve never been on before, despite walking in this area for over 
30 years”. 
  
If you want to know more about what we do, have a look at our blog at         
http://www.communityrightsofwayservice.blogspot.co.uk This will take you to 
the most recent activity page. To go to earlier posts, either use the index on the 
right hand side or use the ‘Older posts’ button at the bottom of the page. 
  
Having seen the kind of things we do, if you are interested in helping us, or if you 
have any questions, please get in touch by email to crows-coop@outlook.com or 
contact us on 0787 296 0942. 

http://httpwww.crows-coop.co.uk/
http://www.communityrightsofwayservice.blogspot.co.uk/
mailto:crows-coop@outlook.com


Coming up…. 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park to see the ceramic poppies 

Tuesday 3 November. Cost £10 
 

There is a courtesy bus from the coach park to the poppies and a nearby 
café, plus opportunity to explore more of the park for those who wish to. 
Pick up: Mytholmroyd 10.00, Mytholm Meadows 10.15, Heptonstall 10.30 Return 

home by 4.0 pm 
 

Day trip to Bents Garden Centre, Warrington 
Thursday 26 November. Cost £10. 

 

Plants, CookShop, candles, pet supplies, children's toys, clothing, shoes, 
foodhall, Christmas items, restaurant, café and 2 coffee shops. 

Pick up: Mytholmroyd 9.40, Mytholm Meadows 9.45, Heptonstall 10.00. 
Transport can be provided to pick up points if needed. 

 

Peter Pan Panto at Bridlington Spa 
Saturday 19 December. 

Cost £25, to include coach fare and front stalls seats.   

We’ll be going to see Joe Standaline perform as the pantomime dame!  
The coach will leave at approx 9.30, to arrive in time for the 1pm   
performance, and we’ll stop on the way home for refreshments.  

Booking before 26 November is essential.  
 

Contact Jane Hartmann 01422 846675 to book for either trip..  

Heptonstall Village Team 
……………….Coach trips 

18th September, Harrogate Flower Show 
 

This has been the most popular trip so far, with 37 of us visiting Harrogate  
Autumn Flower Show. Despite a foggy start to the day, we arrived at the                
Yorkshire Showground in glorious sunshine.  
 

A lovely though tiring day was enjoyed by all, with lots of plants, seeds, and other 
gardening gifts taking up the few spare seats on the bus on the way home. Hope 
to see you all on the next trip!                                                            Jane  



Heptonstall Village Team 

3 Silver St      01422 847979     email:admin@hepteam.org       www.hepteam.org  

                                        Cake and Conversation  at the Bowling Club 

 
                                 

On the afternoon of October 3rd over 25 guests enjoyed an 
‘armchair tour’ slideshow following the Heptonstall Trail, guid-
ed by Sarah, Frank and Ann from the Pennine Horizons team 
at the Birchcliffe Centre. Frank also showed some of their ar-

chive photos of Heptonstall people and events, and was 
helped out with names and places by audience memories.  

Village Team volunteers did a great job, serving their scrumptious home baked 
cakes and biscuits with the teas and coffees  - a delightful afternoon! 
 
 

New Lunch Club  
 

The Heptonstall Village Team and members of St Thomas’ Church have                  
collaborated to apply for funding to kit out the new kitchen with catering                
equipment. This means that shortly after Christmas we’ll have another place to 
hold lunch club events for our older generations, as well as providing catering              
facilities to support other church events. 

 

Our Lunch Clubs at The Towngate Tea Rooms and The Shoulder of Mutton in             
Mytholmroyd continue to prove popular, though we will be looking to see if the 
days need to be adjusted in the New Year. These are currently the second 
Wednesday in the month for Towngate Tea Rooms (3pm) and the last Wednesday 
in the month for The Shoulder of Mutton in Mytholmroyd (12pm). 



 

New Format Art Club:  
Changing Faces   

 
 

We are pleased to announce a new collaboration with  Heptonstall Junior and 
Infant School -  our Art Classes will now involve both the younger and older  
generations of  Heptonstall and beyond. A regular class will be held with the  
children at the school, with an alternating class being held in Mytholm Meadows, 
where our younger artists  will come down to paint and craft alongside our older 
folks.  
 

This will be a regular class, culminating in an art exhibition and film show at The   
Heptonstall Bowling and Social Club next year. Nick Wilding will be filming some 
of the process as well as showing his film of 8 year olds interviewing 80 year olds 
that he filmed in 2000.  
 

If you would like more information or to get involved, contact Pauline Walker at                 
Mytholm Meadows, on 01422 843194 

Heptonstall Christmas Lunch 
 

Our third Christmas lunch has been provisionally 
booked for Tuesday 15th December and once again we 
have the wonderful Adrian Baldwin as our Santa, and a 

whole host of Elves and Fairies booked as helpers to 
serve lunch at Bowling Club! Look out for booking  

details on posters and flyers this month. 

The Gift of Giving 
 

This very special Christmas Carol concert, working together with 
school, will take place in  St Thomas’ Church  

on Thursday 19th December at 9.30 am. 
 

This event is open to all, and beforehand there will be a series of singing work-
shops and rehearsals at the Bowling Club, as well as a gift making workshop, 

where our younger children will make small gifts to hand to our older  
generations around the village and at the concert on the day.  

For full details contact Beth Hardman on 07796 265027. 



 

 

….more Heptonstall Village Team 

For your diaries….. 
 

Heptonstall Family Day 
Easter Weekend 2016 

 
Saturday  March 26th -  the day after Pace Egg - will be our first  

Heptonstall Family Day! 

 
This is being planned and organised across the generations and is 
so far going to include: 
 

 - a giant egg rolling competition from the school to Weavers 
Square 
  - opportunity for you to have your photo taken on a reproduction 
of the see-saw shot from the Alice Longstaff Collection, (courtesy 
of the After Alice Photographic Group) 
- an Easter Bonnet and Cap parade 
 - fun and games for all at The Heptonstall Social and Bowling Club 
- maypole dancing  
- a vintage bus trundling from venue to venue in Heptonstall so 
that you can ride in comfort to see everything with ease 
 

This event is being sponsored by Heptonstall Junior and Infant 
School, Calderdale Events and Festivals Fund, Hebden Bridge Arts 

Festival, local businesses and private donations. 



HEPTONSTALL  CHURCHES’ SHARED SERVICES 
 

The Village Remembrance Service:  
Sunday November 8th 

10.45 at the Methodist Church 
 

The Village Carol Service: Sunday December 20th 
6.30 pm. at  St.Thomas’ Parish Church 

 

The Village Christmas Day Service: Friday December 25th 
9.30 at the Methodist Church 

Please send any contributions for the February 2016 newsletter by January 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com 

HEPTONSTALL SOCIAL AND BOWLING CLUB 
 

Zumba Fitness class  
Mondays 6 - 7 pm 

 

Bonfire night Friday 6 November 
 

Pantomime Friday 27th November 
Saturday 28th matinee and evening  

Tickets £3 
 

Carols by Candlelight with the Three 
Valleys Gospel Choir 
Friday 18th December  

 
Look out for flyers and posters giving 

more details 

HEPTONSTALL LIGHT SHOW 
Saturday 14th November 8 pm 

 

Light show at the old church, musicians and a raffle - 
St Thomas’ open to the public for refreshments  

& Overgate stall 
 

Raising funds for Overgate Hospice. 



HEPTONSTALL  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
 

Services and Sunday School 
are at  

10.45am every Sunday 

Minister: Rev.Christine Griffiths: 01706 411117  Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 
 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422  42550. 
Vera Ingham 01422 842296.  Margaret Morgan 01422 845042 

This summer, after part of the ceiling over the balcony came down, the chapel 
worked with the Methodist Heritage Officer (who has been very sympathetic) to 
look into the possibility of installing a W.C and coffee area in the chapel. After 
lots of consultations, the chapel has successfully obtained funding which allows 
the repair of the ceiling, plus various other works that are urgently needed to 
preserve the integrity of this beautiful historic building, which is listed as 
’Vulnerable Heritage’.  
 

As well as being used for worship, the chapel is also a venue for other events. 
The proposed alterations will render it more comfortable for all, including the 
many visitors from all over the world who come to look at both this              
architectural gem and to honour its Wesleyan heritage. It is hoped that people 
will continue to be able to visit for many years to come - after all it’s only 48 
years until the chapel will be celebrating its tri-centenary… 
 

Donations, support and help are needed to enable these proposals to go 
ahead, and will be gratefully appreciated and received by the congregation. 
 

In the last newsletter we reported our hopes that the annual June sponsored 
walk might raise more than the previous year’s £1630 record.  In fact it raised 
a magnificent £3050!! In addition, the Sunday School Anniversary raised 
£1168. Thanks go  to everyone who helped and supported in any way. 
 

Wednesday November 11th at 2.00 is Ladies’ Evening - gifts for the stall to 
begin with letter W. The Ladies’ Evening Christmas Party will take place in early 
December. 
 

Saturday November 21st from 11.30 am, will be our Christmas Fair  - in 
the Methodist Sunday School. Lunches, stalls and games. 
 
Sunday December 12th  at 10.45  will be our Nativity Service.  
(Children needed!!!) 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
HEPTONSTALL PARISH 

CHURCH 
 

Services are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

Sunday school has restarted after its summer break, and all children of primary 
school age are welcome. 
 

On Saturday 17th October, Hebden Bridge Brass Band will be holding a     
concert. This begins at 7.30pm. Entrance is £8 and there will be a bar, refresh-
ments and a raffle. 
 

On Sunday November 8th at 4pm there will be a service of confirmation at     
St. Thomas’. All are welcome to support the people who are being confirmed by 
Jonathan, Bishop of Huddersfield. 
 

The weekend of November 20th-22nd is the annual Christmas Fair Trade 
weekend. This begins on Friday 20th from 7pm-9pm and continues on Saturday 
21st and Sunday 22nd from 11am-5pm. Light refreshments will be served 
throughout - this is a great opportunity to do your Christmas shopping and    
support communities in need by buying ethically sourced goods.   
 

The 29th November is the 5th Sunday in the month, and we will use the order of 
service which is used regularly in Iona Abbey. 
 

Sunday December 13th at 4pm will be our annual Christingle Service. This is 
a lovely family service and marks the beginning of the Christmas season. 
 

On Thursday December 17th there will be carol singing around the village. 
Meet at the church at 7pm. with a torch. Singers, instrumentalists and collectors 
are needed!! 
 

On Christmas Eve at 11am there will be a crib service, where the Christmas 
story is acted out by the children in the congregation. Also on Christmas Eve at 
11.30pm will be the midnight service. 

Vicar: Rev Howard Pask:01422 842138 Email:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com 
 

Churchwardens: Graham & Margaret Kidd 01422 845810 



Once again this year’s Christmas Tree 
lights will be provided by HeLP, with the 

grand Switch On Ceremony in Weaver’s 
Square on Saturday 5th December,  

at 5.30 - 6.0   
There will be drinks, mince pies, and  

hopefully the Brass Band.  
Christmas Trees will be on sale in Weavers' 

Square from 3.30 pm on the day. 

HeLP  
Heptonstall Lights & 

Planting group 

SUMMER FRONT OF 
HOUSE  

COMPETITION 
was won by this lovely 

display  at 
35, Southfield 

 
Runner up - 

20, Smithwell Lane  
 


