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News from your Parish Council 
 

 

I am choosing to concentrate my words on one topic for this newsletter –  
Rural Crime. 
 

Many of our parishioners live and work in the more rural parts of the parish 
and will no doubt already be aware of the need for vigilance and property 
security as thefts have spread with more diversity in recent times. 
 

Much of this has been concentrated on thefts of farm equipment (including 
farm vehicles), stealing from sheds and, believe it or not, electricity cables. 
One consequence of cable theft is the damage which can be caused when 
electricity supply is re-established. The surge of power can cause a great deal 
of damage to computer equipment and making an insurance claim can be 
problematical as the stolen cable does not count as a possession of your own 
– it belongs to the electricity supplier. 
 

Moving on to more palatable issues, your members have given opinion on 
seven planning applications and Councillor John Scarborough and myself have 
held a most helpful meeting with the Development Manager and Head of En-
forcement from Calderdale Council. 
 

The application for a caravan and camping site at Cross Hill caused a stir of 
opinion and members received several residents attending the council  
meeting at which the plan was considered. In fact I am pleased to say our 
meetings have seen an increase in public participation in the past three 
months – a total of 17 people attending. 
 
The cobbled main street through Heptonstall has given rise to correspond-
ence with Calderdale Council. The street (Smithwell Lane and Towngate) took 
a battering when traffic was being diverted whilst repairs were made to Lee 
Wood Road resulting in the road being closed. The extra impact led to parts 
of the cobbled road needing to be repaired. Calderdale have said this is best 
done when the school is closed and therefore will not be actioned until at 
least summer of 2015. 

 



 
The highways authority has also clarified the ‘no parking’ regime which 
covers the whole of the main street from Lane Head to below Royds 
House. They confirmed that this includes the corner at Top ‘o t’ Town,  
outside the Cross Inn and opposite the Post Office. Worth mentioning so 
that no-one gets an unpleasant surprise. 
 

Other matters considered have been : 
 

Traffic and Parking 
Overgrown trees 
Neighbourhood Planning 
Asset Transfer in respect of the ‘Co-op Field 
Condition of graveyard at Slack Top 
Ownership of Heptonstall Methodist graveyard 

 
Finally………..…………….I want to make specific mention of one of the 
council’s members – Councillor Michael Edwards. Mike has a keen  
interest as well as a wealth of knowledge in respect of our local history. 
Given that 2014 is the year which commemorates 100 years since the 
onset of the first World War, Mike set about researching members of our 
parish who lost their lives serving our forebears (and therefore US).  
 

He has produced a superb Book of Remembrance which will be  
presented to the parish and eventually placed in Heptonstall Museum. 
The quality of the work is most professional – all materials and printing  
generously paid for by Mike himself.  A piece of work to be proud of – 
many thanks Mike.   
 
 
 
Roger M Greenwood 
The Clerk 
Heptonstall Parish Council 

 



 Reports from Voluntary Groups  
to August 2014 

 

 

 

Communications Group: 
Newsletter: Efforts continue to improve style & content, adding extra 
photographs & articles. 250 copies are produced each quarter, with the 
majority going within the first few weeks - the Post Office taking the 
most, followed by the pubs & Tearoom. 
It’s been pointed out that newsletter content is mainly village focused, 
so the most recent edition included an invitation to people in the further 
reaches of the Parish to contribute. Generally local groups & individuals 
are helpful contributors, (if asked and reminded!) 
Website: The website team continues to post new content as & when 
we can.  We have recruited an additional contributor to represent  
Heptonstall Festival & are currently forging links with the Village Team. 
 

Good Neighbours Group: 
There have been no developments with respect to the Community Car 
Service or Age UK. Our local drivers haven’t been called upon much, but 
that option is still there. A newsletter insert is regularly placed, the most 
recent regarding support available via Age UK. 
 

The biggest & most positive development has been the sustained & 
growing contribution from the Village Team – with a whole range of  
activities & events now organised. Group members have been involved 
as volunteers - the Village Team is now established with a committee, 
support group, regular users & volunteers. In these changed circum-
stances, it was agreed that the Good Neighbours Group has completed 
its original purpose & could now stand down. ‘Good Neighbour’ infor-
mation will continue to be provided for the newsletter along with Age UK 
contact details. The only other action we could identify was to explore a 
possible Age UK presence at one or more of the Village Team events, or 
to provide an information stand. 
 

No further meetings are planned, but the group can be reconvened 
should it become appropriate in future. 
 

HeLP: 
HeLP’s update was reported in the August newsletter. 



Traffic Group: 
A full report was given in the August 2014 newsletter (relevant extracts in 
quotations below). The information in italic print has been submitted as an 
update to that report: 
 

 “Preliminary work has been carried out to introduce ‘decorative’ village 
entry signs welcoming visitors & requesting careful driving. This is another 
part of our campaign to slow drivers down & make the village safer.” 
A positive informal response to our draft proposals has been received from 
both Planning and Highways. They have also given advice on siting,  
permission processes & costs & sourcing of materials. We are now in a  
position to move forward to detailed design, costing & evaluating feasibility. 
 

“Planning has provided advice on how we might best obtain permission for 
a new off-road car park on Valley View Road. Preliminary proposals have 
been drawn up to obtain further feedback on feasibility from  Planning & 
Highways. The proposals call for road widening to accommodate off-road 
parallel parking for up to  21 cars.”      
Again, a positive informal response to our proposals (with advice) has been 
obtained from Planning & Highways. We are now in a position to move  
forward to detailed design, costing and evaluating  feasibility. A key  
decision, impacting on Planning, asset transfer, build cost and on-going 
maintenance cost  considerations is whether to go for a PC managed or an 
‘adopted’ facility. 

 

Signage Group: 
A summary of the activities & achievements of the Signage Group appeared 
in the August 2014 newsletter, with the signpost on Hepton Drive gardens 
featuring on the front page. The Group’s work has been completed & it will 
now stand down. Particular thanks are due to Chris Scarborough for her  
relentless effort to keep the project on track, & for kick starting it again 
when it got derailed! Also to Jacky Kelly, for her energy & initiative in linking 
the information to the Village Trail. 
 

The Voluntary Groups are thanked for their work and reports. 
The next Heptonstall Forward meeting will be on  

Thursday November 20th, 7.30pm  
at Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club. You are very welcome to attend!   

Updates from the Voluntary Groups will be very welcome before the meeting. 

 



Bell-ringing record achieved at St Thomas’ Church 
 

On Saturday 4th October the bells at St Thomas’ Church rang out for just over 6 
hours, completing 10,080 changes of Heptonstall Delight Major, the longest contin-
uous peal of its kind and the first time that a peal of more than 5,376 changes has 
been successfully completed at St Thomas’ since 1927. 
 

Three of the participants regularly ring the bells at St Thomas’, including ringing 
master, George Campling. The team of 8 was completed by colleagues from  
Norwich, Bedfordshire, Nottingham and Derby, all of whom have considerable  
experience of ringing long peals. The challenge they set themselves for such  
performances requires both physical and mental stamina. The physical challenge is 
to be able, individually and as team, to control their bells (the heaviest of which 
weighs 18cwt) as they swing ‘full circle’ for 6 hours, without any opportunity for 
rest or refreshment. The mental challenge, again for the individuals and the team 
as a whole, is to be able to concentrate continuously on the particular ‘method’ 
being rung, in this case Heptonstall Delight Major. 
 

Previous attempts to ring 10,000 or more changes at St Thomas’, of which there 
have been just 3 since 1927, have been unsuccessful through either physical or 
mental fatigue. But on 4th October it was ‘fourth time lucky’ as the team set about 
their task with confidence from the word go and the 10,080 changes were  
completed without incident, reaching a successful conclusion just after 6pm.  
Members of a team of umpires were present throughout, to verify that the  
performance complied with the relevant rules of the Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers, so that it can now be entered into the record books. 
 

The vicar, Rev Howard Pask, was present beforehand to wish the team well and 
again at the end of the peal to congratulate the team on their achievement. His  
support and that of the Parochial Church Council and residents of the village  
generally was greatly appreciated by the ringers. The ringing was dedicated to Colin 
Ashworth, former ringing master at St Thomas’, who died in October last year,  
having rung on these bells and maintained them in good working order for well  
over 50 years.                                                                                                  George Campling 

 

 



 

 
 

 

No doubt many residents will be aware that in the 
past the Village held a Grand Pet Show for pigeon, 
rat, and cat fanciers? Festival Day this year included 
Heptonstall's very first Fun Dog Show - "Scruffs".  
The event was officially opened by Chairman of the 
Parish Council, Adrian Baldwin.  

From Toffs and Mutts to Best 6 Legs, Best Trick, Best Child Handler, Best Veteran, 
and Best Puppy - everyone agreed that the event had been a great success. Rosettes 
were given 1st to 4th in all 15 classes. No dog or owner went away empty handed 
(or empty pawed) as each dog received a goody bag.  Children also received special 
prizes. Considering the number of dogs on the park they were all on their best  
behaviour. Thanks to Calderdale Dog Warden Service for free poo bags and  
responsible owners, the park was left as we found it ! 

‘Toffs’ 
winner 

BONGO 

Sarah Baldry of Olive Dog Pet Photography sponsored the event. One lucky dog owner 
won a Pet Portrait Session in the free draw. Next year promises to be bigger and  
better, with plans for Dog Agility, "Reptile Rangers “ (for a "hands on" experience of 
snakes, spiders, giant centipedes 
and liz- ards!) and much more.  
 

Heptonstall Recreation Ground, courtesy of CMBC, provided 
a stunning backdrop for the 234 dogs and owners who  
entered the 15 Classes, and proved to be a great fun family 
addition to Heptonstall Festival's usual successful annual 
event.   
 

A Bouncy Castle and refreshments at the Social & Bowling 
Club were much enjoyed.  PAWS Animal Charity had stalls 
selling home made cakes, bric-a -brac and much more,  
Including "bobbing" for sausages by very eager 
hounds!  Hird's Veterinary Team from Todmorden also  
attended to support the event and give advice on pet care. 

Ruth & Heather entertained the crowd 



Heptonstall Village Team 

The Village Team’s main objective is to establish a varied, interesting and 

fun calendar of social events for our community  elders. So far we’ve had a 

wonderful Christmas Lunch in 2013, a fabulous trip to Knaresborough in 

September, various speakers and entertainment at the Bowling Club, and 

lots of warm and welcoming lunches at the Cross Inn.  

Christmas Lunch at the Social & Bowling Club                             

Thurs 18th December, arrive 12 - 12.30 pm 

Can’t believe how quickly this year has gone! We are proposing a 3-

course meal and surprise gift, for £10. A lot of our guests do not want 

a ‘free lunch’, but would rather pay a fair price for a good deal. We 

want to build in entertainment for this year too, but until we have   

organized that, we’ll be keeping mum! 

We would still like volunteers to donate the food items, so that we 

can spend more money on the gift and the occasion for our guests. 

There will be a list in the Post Office and May’s shop nearer to     

Christmas. We also need entertainment, Elves, Santas, Fairies, cooks, 

washer uppers, waitresses etc.  

As with any new group, we want more feedback so that we can     

develop and deliver ideas our community wants. This year we learned 

that lots of people have enjoyed meeting up with old friends they 

haven’t seen for a long time, and that our guests would also like to 

mix with the younger, and/or newer residents of Heptonstall, share 

stories and get to know one another. 

We will continue to take feedback for next year too!        J.L. 



HeLP  
Heptonstall Lights & Planting group 

 

It’s becoming a village tradition!!  
Once again this year, the Christmas Tree lights 

will be provided by HeLP, with the grand 
Switch On Ceremony in Weaver’s Square on  

Saturday 6th December.   
There will also be another village Christmas Wreath  

competition.  
Look out for details in the Post Office nearer the time. 

“Oh yes he did! 
Oh no he didn't !” 
 

What’s Next?..... 

      ……..Lunch at the Cross Inn                                         

Wednesdays 19th November & 10th December                       

Our last two before Christmas, please feel free to come & join us! 

 

………….Coach Trip  
        Tuesday 18th November 11.30am - 4/4.30pm 

 

        to Barton Grange Garden Centre, Garstang -  
Garden Centre of the Year 2014!  £10 per head.  

 

Contact Jane Hartmann 01422 846675 
 

 

…………’Sleeping Beauty’ Panto  
Saturday 29th November 

 

at the Social & Bowling Club   2 - 4.00 pm 

£3 entry. Help with transport can be arranged. 
 

Contact Jan Lymer  01422 847878 



ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
HEPTONSTALL PARISH CHURCH 

 

Services and Sunday School are at  
9.15 a.m. every Sunday 

 

SHARED VILLAGE 
 

   St Thomas’      SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9TH 9.15 am 
 

Methodist Church SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER 6.30 pm 

 
   St Thomas’  THURSDAY DECEMBER 25th  9.15 am 

SERVICES
 
VILLAGE REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
 

VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE 
followed by tea, coffee & mince pies
 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday November 29th  
Hepton Singers St.Cecilia Day concert  

Please see posters for details 
 

Sunday November 30th 
The fifth Sunday of the month,  

so the service will follow the Iona Abbey worship book. 
 

Sunday December 14th - 3.00 pm 
Christingle Service 

This is a lovely service especially for children,  
and starts off our Christmas services. 

 

FAIR TRADE WEEKEND 
The pre-Christmas Fair Trade Weekend at St Thomas’ begins on 
Friday November 14th from 7pm-9pm, and continues on Saturday 

15th and Sunday 16th from 11am-5pm each day.  
 

Start your Christmas shopping here! We will have a large selection of 
cards and gifts as well as the usual food, and light refreshments will be 

served throughout the weekend. 
 

Also on 15th November is a performance by the Halifax Chamber Choir 
and Leeds Guild of singers of Vaughan Williams Mass in G Minor.  

This begins at 8pm and admission is at the door £8/£6. 

Vicar: Rev Howard Pask 
01422 842138 

E:vicar@stthomasheptonstall.com 

Churchwardens: 
Graham & Margaret Kidd  

01422 845810 



HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Services and Sunday School are at  
10.45am every Sunday 

Minister: Rev.Christine Perry,  
2 Walton Fold, Todmorden OL14 5TE  

01706 411117 
Email: revcperry.cp@gmail.com 

Church Contacts: Margaret Coupe, 
Senior Steward. 01422 842550. 

Vera Ingham 01422 842296.   
Margaret Morgan 01422 845042 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday November 12th - 2.00 pm 
Ladies’ Evening : 

Speaker: Rev Christine Perry. Gifts for the stall to begin with the letter O 
 

Saturday November 15th 
Christmas Fair in the Methodist Sunday School  from 11.30 am 

with lunches served from 12.30pm. Lots to do and buy for adults and children. 
 

Monday 8th December  - 7.00pm 
Ladies Evening Christmas Party at Mytholm Court 

 

Sunday December 21st - 10.45 am  
Nativity Service in the Methodist Church  

 

SERVICES 
 
VILLAGE REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
 

VILLAGE CAROL SERVICE  
followed by tea, coffee & mince pies 
 

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE    

250th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
We had a wonderful 250th Anniversary weekend in October, with glorious weather 
for both days. On the Saturday a group including members of the NE Lancashire & 

Yorkshire Wesley Societies went on a walk round the village, led by Norman Bailey. 
  

This was followed by a talk in the Chapel on John Wesley by Dr. John  
Hargreaves. In the evening a most enjoyable concert was given by the Elland Male 

Voice Choir and a section of the Hebden Bridge Brass Band to an  
audience of nearly 100.  

 

On the Sunday about 140 people, including the chairman and various members of 

Heptonstall Parish Council, filled the Chapel for a lovely Circuit Service with music 
from the Worship Group and a Circuit Choir. The address was given by the President 

of the Methodist Conference, Rev Kenneth Howcroft. We then went into the Sunday 

School for tea, coffee and cakes and a good chat.  
 

Again a big thank you to all who made this possible. 



Glinda the Good Witch leads the Parade 

Heptonstall Festival 2014 
 
The 2014 Heptonstall Festival would not have been possible had it not been for the 

support of so many volunteers from the village and beyond.  A huge thanks to all 

the people who volunteered their time and expertise. There are too many to name 
here, but we know who you are, and we’re very grateful! 
 

The Organisers 

Jess Crook 
Mimi Faulks 

Dawn France (Secretary) 
Matt Gallop 

Linda Glover 
Guy Lymer (retiring Treasurer) 

Jan Lymer (retired) 

Sydney Roper (retiring Chair) 
Christine Rowland 

Sue Stirling 
Neal Wells 
 

Festival Finances 

Having carried forward £1,398.48 from last year’s festival, the team raised further 
funds ahead of the event on 20th September. This covered all the costs for the day, 

when a further whopping £2,012.15 was raised. This enables the Festival to help 

village causes, and £1,832.93 to roll over into next year’s budget. 
 

This year’s festival was funded by: 
 

 Money raised at the 2013 Heptonstall Festival 

 Calderdale Council grant 

 Heptonstall Parish Council grant 

 Various catering events 

 A wine tasting 

 Choral concerts at the chapel and church 

 Donations from Heptonstall and Colden schools 

 Donations from Heptonstall Hurriers and the Social & Bowling Club 

 Personal donations 
 

 

After covering all its costs, Heptonstall Festival would like to make the following 
donations: 
 

St Thomas the Apostle Church:            £200 

Heptonstall Village Team:              £50   towards the 2nd community Christmas lunch 
Heptonstall Lighting & Planting Group:    £50   an initial contribution towards a power supply                                           
                                   in Weavers’ Square 

Heptonstall Museum      £25 
 

 



 
 

                       Festival Costs ** 

 
 

Please share your photos of the Festival on our Facebook page, or the  
Heptonstall Parish website.   We have lots there already. 

 

Finally, if you have any feedback, or you would like to get involved for  

next year, please email us on heptonstallfestival@yahoo.com 
G.L 

 
 

           Headline Amounts 
 
 Total (£) 

               Income in advance 

         

5,229.15 

less  Expenditure for 2014 Festival ** 

         

5,083.37 

equals  Underspend 

                    

145.78 

plus        Raised on the day 

         

2,012.15 

less    Donations to village causes 

             

325.00 

equals          Carried forward to 2015 

Festival 

        

1,832.93 

EXPENSE 
AMOUNT 

(£) 

Logistics 

          

1,411.39 

Marketing 

              

330.34 

Children's Events 

          

1,744.77 

Dog Show 

                

93.33 

Adult Events 
          

1,190.00 

Sundry 

              

313.54 

TOTAL 
          

5,083.37 



Heptonstall Gala Dinner at the Bowling Club,  
Sat 27th September, with Michelin standard Chef Iain Tiller. 

 
As a trainee chef, Iain worked under Raymond Blanc, who helped him hone 
his passion for blending taste, texture and flavours. 
 
Once qualified, Iain went on to work alongside Gordon Ramsey, who further 
helped him in developing his passion for food (along with a few lessons in 
advanced use of colourful language!)  
 
It was with great pride when he agreed to come to the Social & Bowling Club 
and belt out a stunning 5 course meal for 50 delighted guests. 
 
Funds raised were to go towards dog charities, with Iain’s Charity receiving 
£160.00. PAWS received £250.00 and the Bowling Club took receipt of £400, 
which will be used towards converting one of the toilets for wheelchair users. 
 
Iain and his beautiful fiancé Sinead have fallen in love with the people and 
the place, will be coming back for their honeymoon next April, and have 
promised to put on a big bash for us once a year from here on in! 
 
A big big thank you, to all the wonderful volunteers who made the night go 
so well. 

J L 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By the time this goes to print, Heptonstallers will have enjoyed a wonderful 
night of upbeat Gospel Music from the Three Valleys Gospel Choir on the 

1st November. To find out more about this talented group visit 
www.3valleysgospelchoir.org.uk 

 

A huge thanks you to the choir for singing for free, which has once again 
helped raise much needed funds for essential maintenance required at the 

Social and Bowling Club. 

http://www.3valleysgospelchoir.org.uk


Heptonstall Race Night! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is all too easy to get caught up in a fast paced high-tech life! 
 

What a wonderful, easy going funny evening at the Heptonstall Social and 
Bowling Club recently; check out the low-tech Horse Race board used at the 
Club’s recent fun night! 
 

Laminated board, square cardboard horses, and a pack of extra large playing 
cards was all it took to get people off their seats & shouting for their  
particular nag to win!  
 

The evening was only a fiver and included a pie and pea supper. Funds were 
raised for much needed running repairs, and to convert one of the toilets for 
wheelchair access in time for the Heptonstall Village Team Christmas Lunch. 

J L 

 

 

Top Award Winner at Calderdale  
Open Art Exhibition 

(until 15th November at Banksfield Museum, Halifax ) 
 

Congratulations to Guy Lymer of Silver Street, who has 
just won the Calderdale Open Art Award.  

 

Professional and amateur artists were invited to exhibit 
2D work in any medium for the exhibition.  

The exhibited work was selected by the award winning 
author and illustrator, Chris Mould,  artist Alice Bradshaw, and  

museum curator Jeffrey Andrews. 
 

Guy’s reaction? “I was very surprised to win the award, as I’m still  
experimenting a lot with my artwork. I see the award as an endorsement 

of new media and techniques in the making of art.  
So it will encourage me to keep innovating”. 

 

You can see an example of Guy’s winning work on the back page   
- for more, visit Guy’s website at  www.guylymer.co.uk   



 

HEPTONSTALL FORWARD ANNUAL BULB PLANTING EVENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

This was a trial area, as there is a possibility that the weed killer used on the ground may inhib-
it the survival, or flowering of the bulbs. 
Requests for bulbs were made for Heptonstall School and for Pinfold Lane. Half a bag of bulbs 
was supplied for each. Mr Norman Bailey is thanked for his offer to add to the planting of the 
latter. 
Heptonstall Forward was pleased to donate and plant a bag of daffodils in the Methodist 
Churchyard in celebration of their 250th centenary.  
The cost of this year’s bulbs was £105.39. We would like to thank anyone who contributed to 
the collection box in the post office, £8.61 was donated. 

Mary Livesey. Secretary. Heptonstall Forward. 

This took place on Saturday October 11th at 10 30 am. 
Members were kindly assisted by the Chair of the Parish 
Council, Cllr. Adrian Baldwin and Mr Derrick Palmer. 
Much of the village and outlying area has been planted. 
But inevitably there are replenishments when bulbs 
cease to thrive. This year this was required on the  
garden area of Hepton Drive Park. However we also 
planted crocuses and snowdrops, for the first time, 
around the wooded area.  
The new area we planted with daffodils was on the  
perimeter of St. Thomas’ old church.  

Please send any contributions for the February 2015 newsletter by Jan 8th  to Jacky Kelly,  
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or  e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com 

“Self Portrait was made by programming a  
computer motion sensor. Instead of displaying 
a full three-dimensional surface in naturalistic 
colour, I programmed it to pick out just every 

tenth pixel, and display blue contour lines on a 
white background”. 

GUY LYMER 

“The final project - for my art degree course at 
Worcester - currently involves the construction 

of various robotic drawing machines, which I 
hope to demonstrate in next summer's  degree 
show, & at H B Open Studios in summer 2015”. 


