Heptonstall
Newsletter

Includes








Parish Council News
Church & Community Events
Voluntary Group Updates
Spring Bulb Photos
Pennine Spring Festival
New E-Trails
596 Bus Service

May 2014

Valley View Daffodils
Cover Photo by Sue Schofield

Funded by
Heptonstall Parish Council
Published by

Covering events and issues for everyone living within
Covering events and issues for everyone living within
the Civil Parish of Heptonstall
the Civil Parish of Heptonstall

News from your Parish Council
The past three months is always a particularly busy time for the Council with lots of
administrative tasks to tackle. We have to prepare a budget for the coming financial year,
establish the level of precept (the amount of Council Tax addition to fund the work of the
Council), prepare year end accounts, hold the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting in
March, begin to prepare for the new municipal year which commences in May as well as
tackling all the issues which arises on a daily basis.
The Precept was set at the same level as the past year therefore not adding to the element
of your Council Tax which is collected for the Council. A lot of thought was needed to
create this status quo given that there was a considerable increase in the requests for funding assistance from many of our local organisations. But your members have nevertheless
been able to increase the grants awarded within these strict limits.
The Council called a public meeting where we secured a visit from the Head of Tourism at
Calderdale who was able to impart the latest information in respect of the impact and
opportunities the July Tour de France will bring. It’s going to be an exciting weekend when
the race comes through. It will not come directly through our parish, but road closures,
parking for visitors, temporary camping etc will all affect us. Up to date details will be
advertised by Calderdale Council through the local press as well as on their website.
There was also an opportunity to meet the Calderdale officer who is responsible for dog
wardens. We constantly receive complaints about dog fouling. It’s the owners not the dogs
who create the problems and Calderdale would welcome information about the offenders
(names & addresses etc) so that they can take action.
Ten Planning Applications have been considered in this period, some of which attracted
members of the public to attend the Council’s meetings. Enforcement issues were also taken up with Calderdale. We now have an arrangement whereby myself and the Council’s
Chairman of the Planning Committee (currently Cllr John Scarborough) meet with the
Development Manager and the Enforcement Manager twice a year and follow the updated
information to push enforcement action where this is required.
‘Rural Watch’ is an initiative put in place by the Police to help protect rural areas from
theft. Details of the scheme can be found on the local police website.
Other matters considered have been:

Traffic and Parking

Bus service 596

Neighbourhood Planning

Joint meeting with the National Trust manager and members of Wadsworth Parish Council

Condition of Townfield Lane, Heptonstall

Hearing public concern of the possible future use of Slack Top Centre

Supporting the need for a replacement classroom at Colden J & I School

Finally………..…………….Heptonstall Forward has organised bulb planting over several years and we
now see the fruits of their work. The ‘daffy’ display is spectacular at the time of writing. So to all who
helped with this over the years a really big ‘thank you’ for your back-aching work. It is really
appreciated.

Roger M Greenwood
The Clerk
Heptonstall Parish Council

A date for your
diary.....

..the Heptonstall Festival
will be on the 20th of
September.

Watching the slide show

Plant and Hanging Basket Workshop
Saturday 14th June at 11.0 – 2.0 pm

HeLP is planning to hold a free workshop in Weavers Square learn how to create a lovely hanging basket or planter and
take it home with you.
Everything you might need will be available, with plants to buy.
The Tour de France will bring us lots of visitors - we’d like to decorate the village
together and make it even more attractive this summer.
We will also be running our annual Front of House competition to coincide with
the race; judging will take place on the race weekend so get your tubs and baskets ready and see if you can win a prize!

The 2014 Heptonstall Cancer Research Charity Walk
Just a quick update on the Charity Walk that took place on 4 January all monies have now been paid in and the final total received was
A MAGNIFICENT ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOUR POUNDS
25P plus there will be Gift Aid to add. A very big thank you again to everyone
who helped in any way big or small to make this a fantastic success and hopefully the total will be beaten again next year.
Sue Greenwood

Please send any contributions for the August 2014 newsletter by July 8th to Jacky Kelly,
3 Townfield Lane, Heptonstall, HX7 7NR. 01422 847328, or e-mail to kelly.jacky4@gmail.com

HEPTONSTALL FORWARD REPORT April 2014
At our last meeting on February 13th we were pleased to receive reports from all the voluntary
groups who play such a crucial role in delivering the Community Led Plan. You can read their
reports below.
It is almost time to evaluate the Community Led Plan for 2013/14. We shall do this at our
Annual General Meeting on WEDNESDAY MAY 14TH at 7.30pm in ST THOMAS’S
CHURCH - (Lady Chapel).
If you would like to come along you will be most welcome. The door to the chapel is below the
East window, at the right hand side, just a few yards from the West Laithe gate into the church
yard. The meeting should be over by 9pm at the latest, so do come along if you are interested,
or indeed if you would like to find out more about the various groups.
We are very pleased with the outcome of the October Bulb Planting, and hope you will enjoy
looking at the photos of the bulbs in bloom in this newsletter. You also have opportunity to
forward your suggestions for further planting, or to enlist to plant an area in October 2014.

Reports from Voluntary Groups - February 2014
Communications Group:

The Communications Group continues to successfully produce the Newsletter every 3 months,
and to run the Website. We have not recently got together, communicating via email whenever needful.
Newsletter:
A meeting will take place in April, to plan production of the May Newsletter, when we hope to
have recruited extra members with new ideas to keep the momentum going.
If you’re interested in helping to produce the newsletter please contact Jacky Kelly at
kelly.jacky4@gmail.com - (a useful opportunity for students interested in the media?).
Website:
The website continues to run much as originally conceived, but now has links to Facebook,
with a wider audience as a result. The site is regularly updated with details of upcoming events
and other points of local interest as and when new information comes to hand.
At times the lack of community engagement is frustrating, but this is balanced by occasions
when we do get called upon much more, such as by the Heptonstall Festival and Fell Race
organisers.
The website receives occasional comments on local issues, which are published on the site or
forwarded on to relevant parties, as well as a wide variety of enquiries and requests for
information on such subjects as local family history and suggestions for walks in the area.
Analytical statistics suggest that the site receives on average, each day, around 50 visitors,
viewing between them a total of up to 150 pages on the site.

If you have a community event/issue that you’d like to be publicised on our community
website, please contact Nick Dymott - nick.dymott@btinternet.com

Good Neighbours Group:

The main focus of our Jan 6th meeting was discussion of our successful involvement in the much
acclaimed Christmas Lunch, organised by Jan Lymer, with significant input from five members of
the Good Neighbours Group, as well as many other local contacts. Jean Leach had coordinated
residents offering or requiring transport, whilst others had been involved on the day in various
ways.
This group has been approached by Jan to gauge the level of future support that we may be
able to provide. It was felt that whilst individual members are not in a position to commit on a
regular basis, we are able to again assist in forming transport links for the next event on March
9th plus subsequent events, as well as advising on support from other sources. Additionally we
would be able to occasionally organise a feature for a social gathering. Jean Leach continues to
seek feedback and comments on social provision for the elderly.
When Jan has established a Heptonstall Community Team we would welcome a representative
to attend our six monthly meetings.
Other activities have included checking with Age UK on the possibility of practical assistance for
elderly residents with tasks such as changing light bulbs; this was highlighted in some of the
feedback Jean has received from residents she has consulted.
Next meeting: Monday 14th July 2014, 3.00pm at 3 Townfield Lane. Please contact Phil Kelly
847328 or jacandphil@talktalk.net if you are interested in becoming involved.

HeLP (Heptonstall Lights and Planting Group):

HeLP's only real activity over the winter period was providing the Christmas lights in Weavers
Square and organising the well attended Switch On event on Saturday 7th December. There
was also the annual Christmas Wreath competition. A picture of the winning wreath, at 9 West
Laithe, was shown in the February newsletter. The group's attention is now focusing on the ongoing tidying of the churchyard and a possible plant sale in spring.

Signage Group:

There is nothing new to report. Chris Scarborough is waiting for Calderdale to report back on
when the new signs will be installed. They were ordered at the beginning of December and take
two months to be manufactured and delivered. So hopefully, this time, they will happen!

Parking and Traffic Management:

20mph speed zone enforcement: we have had preliminary discussion with the police and hope
to get
their‘causey’
involvement
sometime in March. We are also talking about improved 'aesthetic and
A local
between
educational' signage to mark entries and exits to the village.
Blackshaw Head and
At this point there appears to be no prospect of achieving any further traffic calming measures,
Heptonstall
e.g. effective
speed bumps.
New off-street parking: we have a meeting fixed with CMBC Planning to get their preliminary
views on the Delph and Valley View Road options.
Bus obstruction by cars parked on Southfield: again a blank refusal from Highways to do

anything or even discuss doing anything!

The Voluntary Groups are thanked for their work in the community and
updating Heptonstall Forward with regard to their
activities.
Mary Livesey
Secretary, Heptonstall Forward.

Heptonstall is SO relaxing

HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH
Services and Sunday School are at 10.45 a.m. every Sunday.
Saturday 10th May, we’ll hold our
10 mile Annual Sponsored Walk and tea.
Meet at the Sunday School at 1.00 pm
—sponsor forms from church members.
On Wednesday 14th May, the Ladies Evening will meet in the
Sunday School at 2.00p.m when the speaker will be Claire Whitworth on Aromatherapy.
All ladies are welcome!

On Saturday 7th June at 10.00 a.m. a Coffee Morning will be held
at the home of Mrs Jessie Breeze, 5 Southfield.
On Sunday 15th June at 10.45 a.m. our Sunday School Anniversary
will be led by Mr Roger Munday. A warm welcome to all.
Minister: Rev.Christine Perry, Glen Garth, Wheatley Road, Halifax HX3 5AA. 01422 251771.
Email: perryprinter@hotmail.co.uk
Church Contact: Margaret Coupe, Senior Steward. 01422 842550.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE
HEPTONSTALL PARISH CHURCH
Services and Sunday School are at 9.15 a.m. every Sunday
We are approaching a busy time of year, with preparations
underway for our Spring Fair Trade event and the
Pennine Spring Music Festival which, as always,
take place at the Spring Bank Holiday.

This year the Fair Trade Event starts on Friday 23rd May from 7-9pm, and continues
on Saturday 24th, Sunday 25th, and Monday 26th from 11am-5pm each day.
Light refreshments will be served throughout the weekend, and there will be a large selection
of fair trade goods on sale.
The Pennine Spring Music Festival commences on Monday 26th and continues until
Saturday 31st May, with concerts on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday plus
a peal rung by the bell ringers on Wednesday ( see next page for details).
Meanwhile the Sunday School continues to thrive, in the back of church.
All children up to the age of 11years are welcome.

Our New 596 Bus Service
At the end of January we finally got our new bus service
after a frustrating year or so.
Local folk appear to be very happy with the new buses;
they’re comfortable, clean, reliable, and TLC has found us a
group of extremely friendly, helpful drivers.
Overall we’re seeing a vast improvement, not least a
convenient half hourly service for Heptonstall and Slack
residents - which is invariably, more or less, on time!
In response to public comment, some changes have been made from April 27th;
journey times have 2 minutes added between Heptonstall and Blackshaw Head,
with 2 minutes removed between Heptonstall and Hebden Bridge.

Additionally, the 6.35 a.m. Monday to Friday service from Blackshaw Head will run
10 minutes earlier throughout, to meet requests to connect with the Manchester train.
You can find the full new timetable on our Heptonstall community website www.heptonstall.org or at Metro, www.wymetro.com.

New lease of life for the old tip

We now have a new community woodland and new paths on the land which used to
be the village tip.
Local resident Matt Taylor has been behind the work on behalf of the Council.

There’s now a network of new paths, wildflower verges,
woodland planting, & the fencing has been replaced. Clearance
work of the old overgrowth has revealed a lovely new view point,
with a vista down into Hebden Bridge & a new gate to
provide access to the tops of the quarry.
The project brings a new lease of life for this space, and will
enhance the amenity and biodiversity of the old tip - without
compromising public access to this well used dog walking area.

Fell Race – Saturday March 29th
Heptonstall Hurriers (an informal group of runners based in & around the village),
organised another big day with the 4th running of the Heptonstall Fell Race. Local Scouts,
Mountain Rescue, Raynet radio team, and Church volunteers all supported the event. In
return, all proceeds from the race were split between them.
The race is now one of the UK’s premiere fell races, & its popularity is as much due to the
warm welcome and hospitality of the community, as for its challenging route through our
local valleys, moors, and woodlands. The race features over 3000 feet of climbing over
tough terrain, relying heavily on the generous support of an army
of volunteers in ensuring the safety of visiting runners.

See the full race results on the community website .

Pennine Spring Music

Something for everyone. Come and enjoy!
On Wednesday 28 May, the Bell Ringers will contribute to the Festival by
ringing a full peal from 1pm- 4pm. The chosen piece is 'Heptonstall Surprise
Major’, which was performed for the first time on the bells of St Thomas' in
1988.

All evening concerts will be held in Heptonstall Parish Church
Tuesday 27 May 7.30 Orchestra and Chorus
Mozart : Symphony 35 “Haffner”
Hummel :Trumpet Concerto – soloist Christian Barraclough
Rutter : All things bright and beautiful, God be in my head,
For the beauty of the earth.
Poulenc :Sinfonietta
Thursday 29 May 7.30 Chamber Concert
Choir:
Verdi :Chorus of Hebrew Slaves, Anvil Chorus,
Chorus of Scottish Refugees
Hughes: Spirituals – Jonah and Norah
Due Voci:
Selection from Dvorak and Monteverdi
Wind Chamber Group:
Selection from Ibert, Vinter and Dvorak
Saturday 31 May 7.30 Orchestra and Chorus,
Brahms: Variations on a Theme by Haydn
Mendelssohn: Lobesang
Soloists include Louisa Stirland (BBC Chorister of the year 2012),
Linda Harvey, and Tom Morrs
Tickets to all concerts: £10, £8 concessions, £1 under 16's .
Available on the door or bookable in advance at Hebden Bridge,
Todmorden and Halifax Tourist Information Offices.

‘CAKE AND CONVERSATION’
9TH MARCH at the social & bowling club
The Heptonstall Village Team had a lovely
response to the Cake and Conversation event,
brightening up a dull Sunday afternoon.

Watching the slide show

Plenty of chat, whilst enjoying a tasty
afternoon tea of sandwiches and beautiful
home made cakes was followed by an
interesting and lively look at village history,
presented by Frank Woolrych and Ann Kilbey
of Pennine Heritage.

Slides of past times prompted memories, with audience members helping
Frank and Ann to put names to faces.
The Team now has a constitution and bank account. Its aims and objectives
will be posted on the Heptonstall website shortly.
If you are interested in being involved in future plans, or would like to help,
please come along to a meeting at The Cross on Wednesday May 7th at
7.0 p.m.
We’d love to hear your ideas, feedback and thoughts for our next event—
When? What? How Often? Cost?
If you can’t come to the meeting, please let Tony or May have your feedback,
or contact Jan Lymer on 01422 847979 or 07772 168812.

See more photos at the Post Office

LAUNCH OF NEW E-TRAILS
E- Trails (or audio commentaries) are different from traditional walking
guides - they can be downloaded to a phone or mp3 player, giving you
the opportunity to enjoy images and spoken descriptions of many
of the highlights of a walk.
Pennine Horizons, based at the Birchcliffe Centre, is working hard to
produce really interesting tracks to listen to, with images of how things used to be,
stories of local events and people of note, as well as information about the
awe-inspiring ecology and outstanding industrial heritage of our area. This lets us
experience the route in a new way—the mobile app can bring the walk alive!
On April 12th the first 4 trails were launched at an Open Day:



A Walk Around Charlestown – a 3 mile trail looking at the hidden remnants of
18th and 19th century industrial heritage, on a walk along the Rochdale canal and
through the wooded valley around Charlestown, taking in Jumble Hole Clough.
 The Power in the Landscape – a 6 mile trail through the beautiful Colden Valley
looking at how the first mills were powered by water in the early 19th century .
 Cragg Vale – a lovely walk exploring the fascinating history of the area.
 Sam Hill - following in the footsteps of a great wool baron who lived in the
beautiful Ryburn Valley in the 1700s.
A further nine trails are currently being developed across the Calder Valley by
local volunteers and organisations - the Todmorden Trail, for example, is being put
together by local Cubs, who have made a specially child friendly Tod Tour. Others
still being worked on cover a wide range of interest including walks taking in the
hilltop gathering places of Chartists and the birth of the Co-operative movement .

Of particular interest to our own community will be a
‘repackaged’ version of our well known Heptonstall
Trail, building on the existing trail by adding extra
images and stories .
The plan is for this to link in with a Packhorse Trail being The Heptonstall Trail
developed by Blackshaw Head villagers. This will follow
the packhorse route to Heptonstall via Colden Clough,
(recommending to finish with a cuppa and cake at the Tearoom…)

…..Currently, members of the Signage Group are working with Pennine Horizons to
adapt the Trail. If anyone in the village is interested in volunteering to help to
develop the charity’s walks and trails, support events, education groups or
the digital archive project, you can contact the organisation
via email: info@pennine-horizons.org.uk , phone: 01422 844450
or visit the website at www.pennineheritage.org.uk to discover more.

HELP YOURSELF HERB GARDEN
Did you know that The Cross Inn has planted a herb
garden for us all to use? What a great idea!
Anyone is welcome to pop over to the Beer Garden
behind the pub and help themselves to snippets of
fresh herbs.
(Maybe wait a few weeks though, to allow the new plants to settle in….)

The Pudding Club @ The White Lion, 2nd April
Thank you to all those that attended; I hope you felt you had a
fun night with lots of food to eat! These events have three main
objectives:

To fill local businesses with customers on nights that would usually be quiet
Provide an easy going, value for money, fun night for villagers
Raise funds for a variety of village causes and events; all profit after food costs
is used to support the village
We raised £238 on this event, split between the HeLP group and the Festival.
Jan Lymer.

Heptonstall Methodist Church
A special exhibition, compiled by Amy Binns, marks 250 years at the heart of village
life. The exhibition will be in the chapel for the rest of the year.
Please call in, enjoy the memories and images, a few of which you can see here.

We’re not sure who these serious
gentlemen are; the church appears to
have been decorated for the Harvest
Festival. The texts read: “Mine house
shall be called a house of prayer for
all people” and “I was glad when they
said unto me, let us go into the house
of the Lord”.
Note the ornate decorations above
the deep skirtings and just visible on the gallery, since painted out.

In 1897 Heptonstall Wesleyan Sunday School formed part of the Queen Victoria Diamond
Jubilee procession through the village, which was decorated with Union Jack flags from
several houses and a flowered arch at the top of Towngate in the distance. They hold
books, which may indicate they are singing hymns as they march.
Pictures courtesy of Eileen Longbottom.

250th Anniversary Celebrations
These girls dressed up in a Winter Wonderland theme for a show, and brought the
costumes out again to take part
in a float on the back of a lorry
for Mytholmroyd’s Gala.
Alas, it bucketed down, and the
red and white
costumes were running into pink
before they had even got out of
the village. The trip was
abandoned in favour of a party
in the Sunday School instead...

The girls include (back row left to right) Jane Collinge, Andrea Lord, Jeanette Taylor, Diane
Newsome, Janet Harwood, Gillian Turner, unknown, Carol Greenwood. Front row, Ann Collinge, unknown, Susan Taylor, Christine McAspurn, Margaret Smith, Melanie Lordan, David
Harwood.

The village always had a gala queen, who rode on a flower-covered wagon to the
annual Heptonstall Gala on the playing field.
The churches took turns to provide
a gala queen.

Pictured : Heptonstall Methodist’s gala
queen Rita Baker flanked by Eileen
Longbottom, Bernard Haigh, Stephen
Newsome

There are more pictures available, together with memories from local people,
at:http://heptonstallchapel.weebly.com/
If anyone has more information about any of the people in the pictures, or more
photos they would like to share on the new website, please get in touch with Amy
on 843619 or abinns@uclan.ac.uk

THE DOG POO ISSUE - continued….
On the 6th of February, a public meeting was held at the
school with David Dunbar, Calderdale Senior Environmental
Health Officer, to discuss the thorny issue of dog fouling in the
village.
This had been arranged by a group of individual residents,
following long standing concern about the state of some of our
paths, and the park, with strong feelings expressed about what
was seen as the irresponsibility of some (a minority) of local
dog owners, particularly risking the health of our children.

After the meeting, David walked the village with locals to see the ‘hot spots’ for
himself, and afterwards he issued this statement, which at the time was printed in
the School Newsletter:
“Complaints regarding dog fouling in Heptonstall have been brought to the attention of the Dog Warden
Service and, consequently, Officers will be patrolling areas which are evidentially being subjected to
unwanted piles of dog excrement. A number of residents have also voluntarily agreed to assist Officers by
reporting anyone they see fail to clean up after their dog.
The main points to be considered are:

All dog walkers must clean up after their dog everywhere in Heptonstall excepting moorland,
woodland, & Forestry Commission land. The exemption does not apply to paths which go through
these areas. Officers would still encourage dog walkers to clean up after their dogs everywhere.



If a dog has a poo & the person in charge of it fails to remove it forthwith, then that person shall
be guilty of an offence. It is not acceptable for dog walkers to leave a loose or bagged poo with the
claim that “I’ll pick it up on the way back.” If an Officer catches someone doing this, they will be
fined.



People who bag dog mess but then leave the bag either in a wall, on a tree, or on the ground or
any other public place open to the air, will be fined.



Dog fouling offences can be dealt with either by service of an £80 Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) payable within 14 days, or if it is paid within 10 days, the fine is reduced to £50. Alternatively, they can
be prosecuted without being offered an FPN, & if convicted, they could be fined up to £1000 & be
given a criminal record.



Some temporary signage will be erected as a reminder to dog owners to clean up after their dogs
in various areas of Heptonstall.



Dog walkers can use any street litter bin to dispose of their dog’s waste.



If you wish to report an irresponsible dog owner, please telephone 0845
245 6000 or e-mail customer.first@calderdale.gov.uk. Crudely, you must
either have seen the poo fall from the dog’s bottom, or you must have
checked to confirm the presence of a fresh pile of mess, & be able to
provide a time, date & description of both dog & owner in order for
Officers to take enforcement action.



If you are a dog walker, please be responsible and clean up
after your dog.”
Let’s see if this can make a difference……?

STREETCHOIRS 2014
Streetchoirs 2002

Over the weekend of 11th - 13th July,
Calder Valley Voices, with
Calder Valley Women Singers, are hosting the
2014 Street Choirs Festival last here 12 years ago.

As many as 35 choirs will be visiting from all
over the country— up to 800
people will be singing on the streets of Hebden Bridge.
With guest accommodation being in short supply in the town and many of the
B & Bs already fully booked for that weekend, CVV are looking for
kind people to host a singer or two for the two nights, for free.
You don't need to offer meals - just bathroom facilities, maybe tea/coffee,
and somewhere for them to rest their weary heads. In return, hosts will be
welcome to join the Festival for free at the concert on Friday night, when they
will be entertained by Seize the Day and O'Hooley & Tiddow, amongst others.
If you can help, please contact Calder Valley Voices via their website:
caldervalleyvoices.org.uk or by email: streetchoirs2014@gmail.com



BULBS
If you would like to plant a public area next October, please fill in
this form & leave with Tony or May at the shops as soon as
possible

Name:
Address:

Contact: (e mail or phone)
Area you would like to plant:
What sort of bulbs and approx how many:



We shall try to meet requests bearing in mind the funds available

Heptonstall Forward Spring Bulbs
The appeal for donations raised £323. The Parish Council donated
£100. We bought 5 sacks of daffodils (2500 bulbs!)

...Some were
planted
around
Valley View
Road ...
Towngate Triangle

Valley View Road

...Both schools planted bulbs...
Colden

Heptonstall

...Pinfold Lane and Slack
were planted by residents
who requested bulbs….
Norman & Stephen Bailey,
and Mr & Mrs C Brown

Slack

Pinfold Lane

Photos by Sue Schofield

Photo by Nick Dymott

Thank you to all who
helped!

