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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF HEPTONSTALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

HELD AT HEPTONSTALL J I & N SCHOOL,  6 FEBRUARY 2017 
 

 
Present   :  Councillors     J Crowther (Chairman)   A Baldwin   M V Edwards    

J Scarborough   S Slater   &   B Stott 
 
 
168/16 APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE 
 
Apologies of absence were received from Councillors K Roberts, J R Dunford & N James. 
It was resolved the absences of Councillors James and Roberts be deemed to be  
Approved Absences. 
 
 
169/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no Declarations of Interests. 
 
 
170/16 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There was no Public Participation. 
 
 
171/16 The minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Heptonstall Parish Council held 9 
January 2017 were approved as a correct record. 
 
172/16 The minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting of Heptonstall Parish Council 
held 16 January 2017 were approved as a correct record. 
 
173/16 The minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting of Heptonstall Parish Council 
held 16 January 2017 were approved as a correct record. 
 
 
174/16  Arising from the minutes : 

 It was resolved to ask Ward Councillor David Young as to the decision of 
Calderdale Council’s Cabinet meeting on 8 November 2017 in respect of 
Towngate Car Park – as well as to ascertain the current position. 

 The Clerk to hold discussions with Internal Auditor Margaret Morgan with a view to 
identifying recompense for her services to be allocated to a charity of her choice. 

 The Clerk to develop a Training Policy for presentation and approval at the 
Council’s Annual Meeting on 15 May 2017. 

 The Clerk to hold discussions with the Chairman in respect of an Appraisal 
regime. 

 
 
175/16 TRAINING/DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Clerk confirmed he had secured bookings for attendance at Cedar Court Hotel, Denby 
Dale Road. Wakefield on 25 March 2017 for Councillors Crowther and Slater. 
Councillor Crowther confirmed she would be unable to attend. It was agreed to cancel one 
booking if a substitute could not found. 
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176/16 RISK ASSESSMENT : QUARTERLY REVIEW 
 
Councillor Edwards confirmed his inspection of The Pinfold on 27 January 2017 had 
revealed no issues of concern. He was thanked for his report. 
 
 
177/16 2017/18 FINANCE : BUDGET & PRECEPT APPROVAL 
 
Councillor Scarborough spoke to the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 
16 January 2017 and reported the various recommendations : 
 

 CLERK’S SALARY : It was resolved to increase the Clerk’s weekly hours from 9.5 
to 10.5 with effect from 1 April 2017 and impose the National NJC increase of 1% 
from that date. The salary from 1 April 2017 was therefore approved as £6,430. 

 

 CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE : It was resolved the allowance should continue in 
the sum of £720 for 2017/18. 

 
 

 GRANTS : It was resolved Grant Applications for 2017/18 be approved as follows : 
 

 Royal British Legion £100 for poppy wreath + donation (approved under section 
137 Local Government Act 1972). 

 

 Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club £250 for providing public parking until 20.00 
hours in its private car park. 

 

 Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club £4,000 as a contribution towards planned 
developmental work (new toilets, kitchen etc). To be paid on a ‘draw down’ basis 
against receipt of copies of invoices for completed work, and subject to the 
Treasurer submitting a half-yearly summary report of Heptonstall Community Use 
including revenue. 

 

 Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club £2,000 as a contribution towards a new 
mower for the bowling green. 

 

 Heptonstall Village Team £1,500. 
 

 Heptonstall Lights & Planting Group £200 for Christmas tree insurance. 
 

 Pennine Spring Music £250 for sponsorship of youth activity. 
 

 Contingency Provision £1,500. 
 
 

 SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
It was resolved to allocate a sum of £620 for 2017/18. 
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 INSURANCE 
 
It was resolved to accept the report on Council Insurance which has been reviewed as 
follows : 
Reviews of regalia values (May 2012) and Personal Accident (increasing age limit 
provision from 75 to 85 for one member w.e.f. 1 December 2009) recognised. 
Recommend revaluation of regalia prior to insurance renewal on 1 June 2012 – 
Chairman’s Badge of Office £3350, Chairman’s Consort Badge of Office £315. (index 
linked therefrom).  

Fidelity Guarantee increased to £250,000.  
Third year of a 3 year lock-in deal. 

 
The Clerk confirmed that Insurance covered the Council’s computer equipment. 
 

 Investment Strategy : It was resolved to continue with investment policy as at 
present (invest surplus funds in renewable 6 month Term Deposit with Yorkshire Bank 
plc).  

 

 It was resolved to make the following Reserve provisions : Allocation to Computer 
Reserve of £200 (making £804 at 1 April 2017) and nil to Elections Reserve (keep 
at £3,000) 

 

 It was resolved to subsume the balance of the Traffic, Parking & Road Safety monies 
together with the returned unspent Grant from Heptonstall Forward under the Traffic & 
Car Parking head in the budget. 

 
 

 PRECEPT 2017/18 
 
It was resolved to set the Precept for 2017/18 in the sum of £16,700. 
(With the addition of the Calderdale MBC Grant of £952 and Council Tax Reduction Grant 
of £1.300 the total to be drawn from Calderdale MBC on 1 April 2017 would become 
£18,952). 
 
 
178/16 APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS 
 
The Clerk confirmed there were no accounts for payment but reported the receipt and 
banking of the following : 
 
Received  Northern Powergrid  Wayleave   £2.30 
 
 
179/16 CLOSURE OF LOCAL BRANCH OF LLOYDS BANK plc 
 
Members received information that the Todmorden Branch of Lloyds Bank would close on 
17 May 2017 and transfer to the Burnley Branch. 
Given that all account numbers, signatories and books would remain unchanged it was 
resolved not to change banks at this stage and accept the transfer and continuation with 
the existing accounts. 
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180/16 PLANNING 
  
(a) Planning Decisions : notification of recent decisions were received from the Planning 
Authority and presented for information. 
 
(b)  The following Planning Applications were presented for comment :  
  

 PA 16/01606/LAA + 16/01607/LBC : New Steps (incl. Listed Building Consent) 
– 5 Cragg Side, Widdop Road, Heptonstall 

 
No objections arose. 
 

 PA 17/00014/FUL : Demolition of existing flat roof extension to facilitate 
pitched roof extension – Midgehole WM Club, Midgehole Road, Hebden 
Bridge 

 
No objections arose. 
 

 PA 17/20006/TPO : Fell one tree (Tree Preservation Order) – Millstream 
Cottage, Lee Mill Road, Hebden Bridge 

 
No objections arose. 
 
 
181/16 REPORT OF ATTENDANCE AT CALDER VALLEY COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 
EVENT 
 
Councillor Scarborough reported on the attendance of himself together with Councillors 
Crowther and Slater at an event on 13 January 2017. 
Along with other attendees there was concern expressed at the possible effects to parking 
and traffic in respect of a proposed development at Bridge Lanes/Heptonstall Road/High 
Street, Hebden Bridge. 
 
A draft letter had been prepared, referring to these concerns in the Clerk’s recent absence, 
and was approved by members. The Clerk confirmed that he had printed, signed and 
posted the letter, thanking Councillor Scarborough for his report and actions. 
 
 
182/16 ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COUNCIL ACTIONS. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had still to secure a date and time for his visit with Councillor 
Scarborough to meet with senior Planners and Enforcement Manager of Calderdale MBC. 
(It was agreed to discuss with Councillor Young – the Clerk to arrange). 
 
 
183/16 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
 
Councillor Slater provided an update of progress on the Neighbourhood Planning Joint 
Committee – the next meeting of which will take place in one week’s time. 
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184/16 PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON GROUP CONFERENCE 
 
 At the request of the organiser of the annual conference, members considered their 
preference for where and when the conference should continue to be held. 
 
It was agreed to recommend to Andrew Pitts that Heptonstall Social & Bowling Club is an 
ideal venue – with parking and kitchen facilities, and that the event should be held at a 
weekend day. (Saturday, but not specifying a.m. or p.m.). 
 
 
185/16 HEPTONSTALL METHODIST CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The minutes of the first meeting of the Friends of the Sunday School were distributed to 
members. 
 
An e-mail was received enquiring about the possibility of a Grant to be awarded to the 
group. 
It was resolved to supply the Council’s claims literature and application form and, should a 
claim be made in excess of £250, Amy Binns be invited to attend the March meeting of the 
Council to speak to any application and be available for questions. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    ………………………  ……………… 
           (Chairman)        (Date) 


